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Introduction

At Mosaic Church we hold the Authority of God’s Word, and the person and work of Jesus Christ in highest
regards. We believe all things begin with Jesus, establish their purpose in Jesus, and ultimately find their
conclusion in bringing glory to Jesus. As such, we believe there is a right way and a wrong way to build our lives in
light of who Jesus is and what He has called us to do. In Matthew 7 Jesus gives us a picture of a wise way to build
our lives and a foolish way to build our lives. He says, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock...And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.”

This 4-week study is designed to help you build your life on the Rock. It is an in depth look at, and discussion
through, the topics of; the person of God, the purpose of man, the consequences of sin, the grace of the Gospel,
the work of the Holy Spirit, an understanding of God’s Kingdom in our lives, and why God wants us in community
with others. As we learn together during this course, the goal is for you to understand the foundations of
Christianity so that when the storms of life come your way you, like the wise man, will stand firm on the Truth of
God’'s Word and through your life others will see the glory of God revealed.



Part 1: Original Design

The King and His Kingdom

“The Bible isn't a book of rules, or a book of heroes. The Bible is most of all a Story. It's an adventure story about a young
Hero who comes from a far country to win back his lost treasure. It's a love story about a brave Prince who leaves his
palace, his throne — everything — to rescue the one he loves. It's like the most wonderful of fairy tales that has come true
in real life!” — The Jesus Storybook Bible

The Bible is, above all, a story. It is the story of an All-Powerful King who desires and delights to share His Kingdom
with His people. A King who is just, glorious, beautiful, good, gracious and loving. But, those with whom He most
desired to share Himself with turned on Him and sought to become kings themselves. This fractured the Kingdom
and destroyed all that the King longed for His people to enjoy. Their act of treason forced these subjects out of the
King's presence and into exile. Until one day the King Himself stepped down off His throne to go rescue His people
from this exile and to bring them back home so that they might once again experience the joy that He had always
longed for them to experience alongside Himself. This is the story of Scripture and it is the most beautifully-
amazing story ever told, the story our hearts long to know, and this story is not just myth, legend or fairy tale. It is
the realest reality the world has ever known.

And so it is that we must begin this study by asking who is this King, and what is His Kingdom all about. We don't
start with what the King has done, we will eventually get there , and we must get there, but we first look at who
God is, for the simple reason that everything God has done, or ever will do, flows out of who He is. Therefore, let
us consider who God is as revealed Himself in Scripture.

“Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” — 1 John 4:8

For God to be love then, means He must also be loving, and for God to be loving then that presupposes that there
must be someone or something towards which He displays this loving attitude. So, if God is eternal and has
always existed, and if He has alway been love since He does not change (Malachi 3:6), then who or what was He
loving before He created the Universe?

The answer is Himself. As the one true, living, and Trinitarian God, He has always existed within perfect, loving
community as Father, Son, and Spirit. Within His triune nature lies this unending, self-perpetuating cycle of giving,
loving, serving, self-glorifying deference. The Father glorifying the Son, the Son glorifying the Father, the Spirit
glorifying the Son, the Father glorifying the Spirit, and so on. This doctrine has become known as The Trinity.
Though the word trinity does not actually appear in Scripture, the idea of God existing in three persons clearly
does. One of the early church fathers, Tertullian, (AD 155-220), was the first to use the word trinity in an attempt
to summarize this enormous and foundational biblical truth.

“For the very Church itself is, properly and principally, the Spirit Himself, in whom is the Trinity of the One Divinity —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” — Tertullian, On Modesty

To say that God exists as a trinity does not mean that there are three Gods (Polytheism). It also does not mean
that God simply manifests Himself as either Father, Son, or Holy Spirit depending on the occasion (Modalism). It
means that there is one God who exists in three persons.



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) states it this way. “In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one
substance, power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.”

The use of the term “one substance” means that each member of the Godhead (Father, Son, Spirit) share the
same substance of sovereign deity. They are equally God. The use of the term “Person” simply means that each

member of the Trinity has the ability to think, act, feel, speak, and relate on their own because they are persons
and not impersonal forces.

This doctrine of the Trinity seeks to uphold all truth spoken by God about Himself in Scripture, such as:

There is only One God.

“To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God (Elohim); there is no other besides him.”
— Deuteronomy 4:35

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” — Deuteronomy 6:4

The Father is God.

“Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist,” — 1 Corinthians 8:6
“..but through Jesus Christ, and God the Father” — Galatians 1:1

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the world” — James 1:27

The Son is God.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.” — John 1:1, 14

“And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the world existed.”
—John 17:5

“Thomas answered him [Jesus], ‘My Lord and my God!"” — John 20:28
“...our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” — Titus 2:13

The Spirit is God.

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” — Genesis 1:1-2

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” — 2 Cor 3:17

“But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit...You have not lied to men
but to God.”“ — Acts 5:3-4



Other Places the Trinity Appears in Scripture

“And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy — the Son of God.” — Luke 1:35

"And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 7and behold, a voice from
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” — Matt. 3:16-17

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.” — Matt. 28:19-20

The doctrine of the Trinity is essential to understanding Christianity. For within the Trinity lies the key to
understanding why we exist, the essence of sin, the purpose of Jesus' life, death and resurrection and what God
desires for us. If the doctrine of the Trinity is lost, so is the foundation on which all of life is ultimately built. So,
now that we have that foundation laid, let's move on to the cornerstone of God's purpose in creation.

The Purpose of Creation

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the water.” — Gen. 1:1-2

Out of the void, the Triune God speaks light into the darkness and the Universe as we know it was flung into
existence. But why? God has always existed in perfect community within the Trinity, therefore He did not need to
create the heavens and the earth. God already possessed all that He needs, all that He is. And yet, God chose to
create. The question we must answer is, “Why?” The answer to that question lies not only in understanding who
God is (the Trinity), but also in what God desires above all else. And, scripture says that God’s ultimate desire is His
own glory.

“For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” — Romans 11:36
“Everyone who is called by My name, whom | created for My glory, whom | formed and made.” — Is. 43:7

The word “glory” is Kabowd in the Hebrew and Doxa in the Greek. Both words carry the understanding of honor,
splendor, majesty, or weightiness. To glory in something means it is preeminent in your life, it carries the most
weight, it is the thing that your existence tends to center on.

For God to desire His own glory means that He wants all of creation, especially humanity, to point to and center on
Him. He wants to outweigh every other relationship and desire we have. This would sound egotistical and
narcissistic if we were talking about ourselves, but if God is God then who else would He place at the center of all
things? If His purpose was the glory of anyone or anything other than Himself, that person or thing would then be
God. Because God is good, and God is love, and God is perfect, it is an amazingly loving thing for Him to want to
display His glory and to have His glory reflected in all that He causes or allows to happen.

Here is a summary of the benefits of God being self-centered in His glory:

+ Whatever the Universe centers on by definition is God and since that is not us it must be something or
someone outside of ourselves.



* Godis love (1 John 4:8), therefore for God to want all of life to center on Him is for God to want all of life to
center on unconditional love.

« Unconditional love is a sacrificial commitment to the wellbeing of another. Therefore, for God to want the
Universe, and our lives, to center on Him, and as such centered on perfect love, means that all of life is
meant to dance to this rhythm of pursuing the wellbeing and joy of others.

+ To live life to the glory of anything, or anyone, else is to put something other than perfect love as the
pursuit of life.

However, that is just the beginning of understanding God's purpose. You see, God did not need to create anything
to obtain glory, for He was already fully glorified within the Trinity. Scripture tells us that God chose to create for
the purpose of having His glory imaged in, reflected by, and shared with, His creation. You see the nature of love is
to be shared with and expressed to another. And the nature of God is to have the perfect love found within the
Trinitarian Godhead overflow and burst forth into something, or someone, else. Thus, “Let there be...”

“Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness.” — Genesis 1:26

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.”
— Genesis 2:18

God formed man in His image and likeness for the purpose of sharing His glory with man and man reflecting His
glory to each other. This is why God said it was not good for Adam to be alone and then chose to make Eve, a
helper suitable for the man. As an isolated individual, Adam could not properly reflect the image and glory of the
Triune God. He needed Eve in order to accomplish this purpose. For man to image the glory of a God in
community, he needed to be in community.

You see, an image is the visual representation of something. When you see an image of something it is not the
thing itself, but it gives you some reference of the thing it represents. Looking at a photograph is not the same as
talking to or touching the person who's image the photograph reflects, but the photograph can show you physical
traits and personality of that person. Likewise, being made in the image and likeness of God means that the life
we were made to live is a life that shows the world what this Triune God, this God that is love, is like. That is the
essence of what it means to glorify God. To that end, God placed the man and the woman in the garden and
invited them to participate in the purpose of His glory.

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves
on the earth.” — Genesis 1:28

Man's responsibility was to reproduce, in the generations to come, a people that would walk in humble obedience,
loving God, loving one another, and stewarding creation, all in such a way that pointed to the magnificence and
splendor of the one true, living, triune God who created all things by the Word of His power.

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” — Matt 22:37-39

It is this same desire that lies behind the commandments of God. God's Laws are not rules we obey to impress
God, they are boundaries that show how to image God and reflect His glory. They are God's guidance in how life is
meant to be lived. God desires that we put love for Him and love for others above love for self. This is what exists

within the Trinity and this is what God has created us to image as a reflection of His glory.

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. — 1 Corinthians 10:31



The Essence of Sin

God placed the man and woman in the garden and invited them to participate with Him by living life as a
reflection of His glory. But you can't have glory apart from love. The constant serving and glorifying that takes
place within the Trinity does not occur out of some sense of duty or forced motive, but rather out of loving desire.

“The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.” — John 3:35
“.. so that the world may know that | love the Father..." — John 14:31
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love..." — Galatians 5:22

So, for man to properly glorify God and reflect His glory to others, he needed the ability to love God and others.
Since love is a sacrificial choice by its very nature, for love to be a possibility there must also exist the choice to not
love. God could have made Adam and Eve obey and submit, but then they would not be an accurate reflection of
who God is. No, Adam had to have the option to sacrificially put the desire of God above his own. To allow for such
a thing to happen God placed a tree in the middle of the garden.

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded
the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” — Genesis 2:15-17

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil represented the choice man had to make. Would he seek to love, trust
and glorify God? Or, would he want to become God and seek his own glory instead?

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent,
"We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die." But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate.” — Genesis 3:1-6

The serpent, Satan/Lucifer, who had been cast out of God's presence because of his own pride and rebellion
(Ezek 28, Is 14), deceives the man and the woman by accusing God of not loving them. He plants a seed of fear in
their minds and Adam and Eve, for the first time, question if God is really for them. In essence Satan was saying, "
Can you really trust God? Does He really want what's best for you? | don't think He does, so you should probably
just take control of the situation yourself and become like God rather than trusting in God."

As that lie took root in their hearts, Adam and Eve began to experience something they had never experienced up
to that point...Fear. That fear began to twist what Adam and Eve had originally received as loving instruction, “Do
not eat of the tree,” into a perception of jealous restriction designed to keep them from being “Free.” Adam and
Eve believe Satan'’s lie and choose to remove God from the throne in their lives and replace it with themselves
instead. Instead of loving God and loving one another, they choose instead to love themselves. And, as their teeth
sunk into the fruit of the tree, the rhythm of God's design, was fractured. Paradise was lost.



The Effects of the Fall

The Loss of Intimacy with God: Adam and Eve had been enjoying the peace of living in intimacy with their
Creator. But, like any relationship where an offense is present, intimacy was broken. Love turned into fear and
rather than running to God they run and hide from God.

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” — Genesis 3:8

The man and woman had committed an act of treason against the King of the Universe, and that treason
ushered in spiritual death as their relationship with God, who is the source of life, was severed. They now
stood condemned before a just and righteous God and they knew it. So, they hid themselves. This is how man
still lives today. Knowing in our hearts that the world is not as it should be, that we have missed the mark and,
“fallen short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23), we try to hide ourselves behind our jobs, our hobbies, our
addictions, our entertainment, our religion, etc. hoping that we never have to face God and answer for our
own acts of treason.

“But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.” — Isaiah 59:2

The Loss of Intimacy with One Another: The innocence and security Adam and Eve had with one another
was also lost. Where they once trusted one another with the vulnerability of their nakedness, now they make
coverings for themselves to hide the shame and insecurity they feel. Adam and Eve didn't cover their
nakedness because they had changed physically, they hadn't suddenly turned ugly or unattractive, they were
seeking to protect themselves from one another. Notice, they cover the most vulnerable parts of their bodies.
Having seen what the other was capable of doing in violating God they now fear what they are capable of
doing to one another. The love God intended them to have for each other had turned to mistrust and
insecurity. And this effect still taints our relationships today. The difference is, rather than covering ourselves
with leaves, we attempt to hide behind our humorous wit, or the false perception we put up so others can't
see who we truly are. We keep people at arms length for fear that if they really knew who we were they might
hurt us or reject us.

“And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done. They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.” — Romans 1:28-31

Death and Decay of Creation: God had designed creation to be the perfect environment and atmosphere
conducive to not only the existence of humanity, but to mankind’s ability and desire to glorify God and make
His glory known. Adam'’s rebellion broke that design and the created order began to come unraveled.

"And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which |
commanded you, You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.” — Genesis 3:17-18

Whereas creation was meant to work alongside man, under his dominion, in pursuit of God's glory, after the
fall creation warred against man and was subjected to futility because of man'’s violation of God’s purpose.
Death and decay took the place of life and vibrance. Animals turned on one another. The human body began
to age and sickness and disease would eventually become commonplace.
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For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. — Romans 8:20-22

In his commentary on Romans, James Dunn explained:

The point Paul is presumably making, through somewhat obscure language, is that God followed the logic of his
purposed subjecting of creation to man by subjecting it yet further in consequence of man’s fall, so that it might serve as
an appropriate context for fallen man; a futile world to engage the futile mind of man. By describing creation’s subjection

as ‘unwilling’ Paul maintains the personification of the previous verse. There is an out-of-sortedness, a disjointedness
about the created order which makes it a suitable habitation for man at odds with his creator.
— James Dunn Commentary on Romans 1-8

Things as God intended them to be, or what the Bible calls Shalome, had been thrown into upheaval. Rather than
stewarding creation as an act of worship in intimate relationship with God and one another, man had brought
about the destruction of God's intended purpose. Everything God designed for Adam and Eve had been fractured
by their selfish rebellion towards His loving desire and paradise was lost.

However, the next words out of God's mouth were, “Adam where are you?” The question was not a geographical
one, for God knew where Adam was. It was the question, “Do you realize what you have done? You were by My
side, now you're hiding. You were functioning as a reflection of My glory, now you pursue your own glory. Adam,
how’s that working for you?” Adam and Eve had rebelled and the consequence of their sin was separation from a
loving, giving, sacrificing Creator who had nothing but their best in mind.

As descendants of Adam, every man, woman, and child on the planet has been born into sin with the exception of
Jesus because He was not born of the seed of Adam, but of the Holy Spirit (virgin birth). Adam was our
representative towards God and as such when Adam broke covenant he did so on behalf of the entire human
race. When sin entered into Adam’s DNA it was passed from one generation to the next throughout all of history.
And before any of us think we got a raw deal let us not forget that we are guilty of committing the same atrocity
ourselves. We are all guilty because of doing things we ought not do, sins of commission; and because we don't do
things we ought to do, sins of omission.

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned...Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
Jjustification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.”

— Romans 5:12, 18-19

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” — Romans 3:23

Apart from Christ, this is where we still find ourselves today. Still living in rebellion towards God, still seeking our
own glory, still pursuing our own desires, still separated from God. Dead in our sins, we are still trying to recover
the paradise that was lost in the sin of our first parents, not looking to the Creator for this recovery, but rather to
creation. We are left with no answer to give, no excuses to conjure up, and no way of escaping the righteous
judgement that is certain to come. The amazing thing is this: God has provided the solution and He has done it in
a way that it is the ultimate display of His glory.

“Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal
man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to
the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” — Romans 1:22-25
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In explaining this suppression of the Truth, C.S. Lewis writes:

“All of our problems come from disordered loves. “So you say a man has murdered someone. Well, what was his motive?
Either he wanted something the man had, or had lost something to the man and wanted vengeance. Every man commits
murder because he loves something, he loves something too much, and that is the motive of his crime. There is a
splendor in all bodies that are beautiful to the eye. The sense of touch and taste have their own power to please. The
power to see has its own glory, as does the power to command. The bond of human friendship has a sweetness all its
own. But, it is in the way we seek these pleasures that sin is committed, because we have inordinate love for the goods of
a lower order and neglect the better, and the higher order, and we neglect you, our Lord God, and Your truth and Your
Law.”

“When we inquire why a sin was committed we can be assured it is because one has loved that which is inferior to that
which is superior. Your loving something as if it were 1st or 2nd when it should be 3rd or 4th, it is sin. All disordered loves
lead to brokenness and pain because it violates the very reality of the purpose of creation.” — C.S. Lewis

The Apostle Paul tells us what the consequence of such idolatry leads to:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” — Romans 6:23

We close this section with the reality of our sin. Sin is not just the breaking of some commandments or the failure
to adhere to some religious code. The essence of sin is a heart that seeks to replace God as the ruler of our lives
with something, or someone else.

If anyone, or anything other than God takes that place in our hearts, that is sin. Sin is the motivation of the heart,
not just the actions of the body. And, thanks to Adam, we all have a natural bent to want to fill that place of glory
with created things rather than Creator God. We...are in need...of rescue.
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Class Notes

The King and His Kingdom

The Bible is, above all, a (1) about an All-Powerful (2) who

desires and delights to share His Kingdom with His people.

God is (3) (1 John 4:8).

God exists in perfect (4) with the (5)

The doctrine of the Trinity states: (6)

Why Did God Create?

God’s ultimate desire and purpose behind creation was His own (7)

To bring God glory means (8)

The Essence of Sin

You can't have glory without (9)

For Adam to love God first, he needed the (10) to love something else in God's
place.
The essence of sinisa(11) that seeks to (12) God as the ruler

of our lives with something, or someone else.

Whatever has the place of glory in your life, you will dedicate yourself to and sacrifice your life for,
because that is ultimately what you (13)
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Part 2: God'’s Provision

God’s Solution for Sin

In our first class, we discussed the beauty of God and of God's original creation. We discussed how God created
human beings to reflect his image and likeness on the earth and that God's original creation involved perfect
union between humans and God, humans and one another, and humans and creation. All this was lost when
Adam and Eve rebelled against God with the taste of the “forbidden fruit,” In that moment, Adam and Eve found
themselves alienated from God, one another, and creation.

The disobedience of these first humans had devastating results not only for them but for all their descendants, as
all of humanity has been estranged from God and one another, and as our physical world now suffers decay and
death in every respect.

“Man’s first disobedience...brought death into the world, and all our woe.” - John Milton, Paradise Lost

This is what theologians refer to as The Fall. Because of the Fall, God's image in human beings is marred- "not
destroyed but darkened.” Because of the Fall, all people are infected with the virus of sin.

“..humans are born damaged goods’ in the sense of inheriting a spiritual corruption that pervades every aspect of their
being and leads inevitably to personal acts of disobedience to God” — Roger Olson

The Prophet Isaiah put it like this:

“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a
leaf, and our iniquities like the wind, take us away.” — Isaiah 64:6

The Apostle Paul echos this Truth in his letter to the church in Rome:
“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...” - Romans 3:22-23

Theologians call this original sin. Sin is a spiritual disease that affects our entire being and is humanly incurable. If
this were the end of the matter, there would be no hope for any of us. Thankfully, God did not leave us in the
condition, but has provided a miracle cure.

God lovingly and graciously pursues us in our rebellion and has made a way to bring salvation to humanity and
begin the restoration of our relationship with Him, and of His Kingdom returning on earth as it is in Heaven. This is
what we call the Gospel. The word Gospel literally means good news, and it is good news because the God of love
and power has made the perfect cure for sin available, through Jesus, to any who will receive it.

“..the gospel is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.” — Romans 1:16

But, not only is the Gospel good news for the human condition, it is also God's initiating His great reclamation
project in which He seeks to “restore all things” back to His original design. More on that in the upcoming lessons.
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In the person of Jesus Christ, God has broken into human history to bring salvation, healing, and wholeness to us.
The gospel of God's deliverance is revealed in an incomplete, shadowy form in the Old Testament and then in
“living color” fullness in the New Testament.

Old Testament Response (to the problem of sin)

The bible teaches in the Old Testament that God chose to reveal Himself to a group of people known as the
Israelites as part of His pursuit to restore humanity. The Israelites were God's chosen people, whom he liberated
from slavery in Egypt through what is known as the Passover. God then gave the Israelites His commands as a
description of how they were to live as His new image-bearing people and He entered into a sacred covenant with
them at Mt. Sinai. In the months and years following this Exodus moment, the Israelites continued to return to a
heart of idolatry and rebellion. Sadly and predictably, in spite of God rescuing them over and over again, they
persisted in sin like everybody else. In his grace, God made provision to cover the sins of Israel to protect them
from the judgment that they deserved.

There is an early heresy called Gnosticism, which among other errored beliefs, asserted that there was a
dichotomy between the God of the Old Covenant and the God of the New Covenant. The God of the Old
Testament, they say, is only a God of wrath, vengeance, and judgment, while the God of the New Testament
(revealed in Jesus) is a God of grace, mercy, and kindness. Orthodox Christianity entirely rejects this heresy. While
we do see some significant differences between the Old Covenant and New Covenant, (which we will dig into a bit
more in the following module). We see both the grace of God in play in the Old Testament and we find divine
Judgement still very much in effect throughout the New Testament.

In the Old Covenant, God's gracious, merciful provision for Israel’s sins was made through the “animal sacrificial
system.” The foundation of that system is the principle of substitution, which is stated in Leviticus 17:11

“For the life of the creature is in the blood, and | have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is
the blood that makes atonement for one’s life” — Leviticus 17:11

The shed blood of the slain animals’ was an atonement--one life sacrificed in place of another, the life of the
innocent victim as a substitute for the life of the sinful Israelite. Through this form of substitutionary atonement,
we see the grace of God active in the lives of his people.

There are two notable illustrations of the principle of substitution in the Old Testament:

#1 — The Passover: The story of the Passover is told in Exodus 11-13. Yahweh, after sending nine
plagues upon Egypt, sent Moses to announce to Pharaoh the final plague, after which he would let Israel go free
from their enslavement. In the last plague, Yahweh himself was going to pass through Egypt and strike down
every firstborn male. The Hebrews were not automatically exempted from this judgment. But God provided a way
for them to escape it. On the tenth day of the month, each Israelite household was to choose a lamb and on the
fourteenth evening to kill it. They were then to take some of the lamb's blood, dip a branch of hyssop in it, and
sprinkle it on the lintel and side-posts of their front door. An innocent lamb had to die in the place of the son.
They were not to go out of their house at all that night. Having shed and sprinkled the blood, they were to shelter
under it. Yahweh, having already announced his intention to “pass-through” Egypt in judgment, now added his
promise to “pass over” every blood-marked house to shield those within it from the threatened destruction. The
blood of the Passover Lamb was a substitute for the Israelites. God was demonstrating in ways that humans
could understand, that sin brings with it the wage of death, and that such a penalty could only be avoided if the
innocent died in the place of the guilty. Later God established the Passover as an annual observance for the
nation of Israel.
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#2 — The “Sin Bearing": Another key annual observance of Israel was Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement). Every Day of Atonement the High Priest performed the same ritual. He would take “two male goats
as a sin offering” in order to atone for the sins of the Israelite community as a whole. The High Priest would select
one goat to be sacrificed and its blood sprinkled on the “atonement cover” in the Most Holy Place. He would take
the live goat, lay both his hands on it, “and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites--all
their sins--and put them on the goat's head.” The goat was then driven away into the desert, and the goat would
“carry on itself all their sins to a remote place.” This was the origin of the term scapegoat. This annual ritual
publicly proclaimed to the people of Israel that reconciliation with God was possible only through substitutionary
sin-bearing.

The animal sacrificial system in Israel was only a temporary provision because it was inadequate to provide a
solution to the problem of sin. It was only a symbol of redemption, but it lacked the power to truly transform the
human heart. The writer of the New Testament letter to the Hebrews wrote,

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by
the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not
have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of
sins? But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
take away sins. — Hebrews 10:1-4

Why? For one thing, a sacrificial bull or goat did not voluntarily climb on the altar! It is because for a substitute to
be perfectly effective it must have an appropriate equivalent, and bulls and goats are not the equivalents of
human beings.

“..In its truest sense, substitution needs a person to take the place of people. Animal sacrifice can illustrate the principle,
but only one who voluntarily accepts the role and voluntarily pours out his life himself...can achieve by a true substitution
the full, indeed final, salvation of those for whom he dies” — Alec Motyer

Furthermore, as Jesus said “A man is much more valuable than a sheep” (Matt. 12:12) and therefore a true
substitution for a sinful human being must be the life of another human being.

New Testament Solution

The New Testament reveals God's absolutely perfect, all-sufficient, once for all solution to the sin problem by
sending his eternal, unique Son, Jesus to rescue us from our sins by becoming a human being, born of a virgin,
living the life of the perfect image-bearer,” even though He was tempted in every way that we have been tempted
(Heb. 4:15), dying as our substitute, in our place, for our sins, and rising again to overcome sin, death, evil, and
hell.

“He himself bore our sins, in his body on the cross...by his wounds you are healed. - 1 Peter 2:24

Jesus' sacrificial death was a purely voluntary act. He laid down his life, for us, of his own accord (John 10:17-19).
Even more amazing is that Jesus’ substitutionary death was not just for one person, or a few people, or only the
people alive at that time, but for everybody, throughout all time. It was a horrible death by the cruelest form of
execution practiced in the Roman Empire: crucifixion.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” — Hebrews 4:15
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“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21

“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” — Matthew 27:46

Jesus took on flesh, becoming the second Adam. Fully human, Jesus experienced everything in life that we
experience, and yet He remained faithful to the Image-Bearing purpose of God, never once giving into the
temptations He faced. This qualified Him, and Him alone, to be our substitute in taking on the judgment for sin,
and in doing so He experienced the separation from the Father that our sin deserves. He did this so that rather
than us being separated from God, we might be reconciled back the heart of the Father and the relationship we
were originally designed for with Him. This was all rooted in the Father's love for us, and the Son'’s love for the
Father.

“Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” — Ephesians 5:2
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” — Romans 5:8

The cross is the universal symbol of the Christian faith. For Christians, the cross is the center point of human
history. The writers of the New Testament look at the cross of Christ through different lenses, and one of the
lenses is that of the Old Testament sacrificial system.

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews says that the Israelite, Levitical animal sacrificial system was only a picture
or a “shadow” (Hebrews 10:1). The sacrifice of Jesus is the reality. When John the Baptist saw Jesus he said:

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” — John 1:29
Jesus alone was qualified to be the perfect sacrifice because he had lived a perfect, sinless, Image-Bearing life.

“Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed.” — 1 Corinthians 4:7

According to John's chronology of the events of the passion of Jesus, he was hanging on the cross at the precise
time the Passover lambs were being slaughtered (John 13:1; 18:28; 19:14, 31).

Matthew, in his account of Jesus’ crucifixion, shares a very significant detail of something that happened at the
very moment Jesus breathed his final breath.

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment, the curtain of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom.” — Matthew 27:51

According to Jewish tradition, this curtain was about 60 feet high and 4 inches thick. This massive, thick curtain
was hung before the Most Holy Place separating it from the Holy Place. Only one person was allowed to enter
through that curtain into the Most Holy Place (the inner sanctum), the High Priest, and only once a year on the Day
of Atonement. At the very moment that Jesus expired on the cross, the curtain was ripped apart from top to
bottom by the invisible hand of God. Why? The tearing of that curtain testifies that when Jesus died everything the
Old Testament sacrifices pointed to was fulfilled. There was no need for further sacrifices, and the way into God's
presence was open for anyone who would trust in Jesus the Messiah.
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The New Testament teaches the astonishing truth that God was punishing our sins, and the power of evil, in Jesus’
death upon the cross. The object of his punishment was the sin of fallen, rebellious humanity, which Jesus had
voluntarily taken upon himself. The prophet Isaiah described this 800 years before Jesus came:

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on
him, and by his wounds, we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us turned to his own way, and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” — Isaiah 53:5-6

In the atonement of Jesus, The Father and the Son were in total unity, taking the initiative together to save
sinners. The Father “gave the Son,” and the Son “gave himself.”

“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting people’s trespasses against them...”
— 2 Corinthians 5:19

When we put our trust and faith in this atoning sacrifice that Christ has accomplished on our behalf, several
incredible things happen to us at once, simultaneously: we are justified and declared righteous, we become
redeemed (liberated from our bondage to sin and the “dominion of darkness”), reconciled (our broken relationship
with God restored), and adopted into the family of God as the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of us and make us a
new creation.

“lesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and
be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.” — John 3:1-6

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” — 2
Corinthians 5:17

The gospel does not end with the story of the cross. Indeed, if that were the end of the story, there would be no
gospel (“good news”). Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and raised in three days--resurrected, with a glorified
body, never to die again. Through his resurrection, Jesus won victory over death, for all who are in union with him.

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” — 1 Corinthians 15:55-56

Because Jesus was raised in a glorified body, we too shall be raised one day when Jesus returns to finalize His
reclamation project and puts all things right again.

“...the Lord Jesus Christ...will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” — Philippians 3:21

In Christ, God provided a solution to the effects of Adam's rebellion. The good news of the Gospel is not just that
our sins are forgiven and we get to go to Heaven someday, but that through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection,
God the Father is reconstituting and reconciling the world, putting things back the way He intended them to be.
Yes, we get to go to Heaven someday, but more importantly, Heaven comes back to us, and through us, today.
Through Christ, God the Father has reestablished our relationship with Him, reunited our relationships with one
another, and one day will renovate creation back to its original design and we will receive new bodies that are
disease and death-proof, perfectly adapted to the environment of the new heaven and the new earth.

But, that New Creation vision isn't just something that will happen at some point in the future, it is also something
that does happen in and through those who belong to Jesus. The whole point of the Gospel is New Creation.
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“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to
the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.” — 2 Corinthians 5:16-17

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”
— Romans 8:20-21

Adam was called to, “Subdue the earth and have dominion over it,” but instead he sought to use creation for his
own glory instead. Noah was called to do the same thing, but also failed. Israel was called to reflect God to the
world and to steward His creation in a way that brought it back into it's original design, but they turned to idolatry
as well. But, when Jesus came in the flesh He was the perfect Image-Bearer who did for humanity what Adam,
Noah, and Israel was unable to do. When Jesus healed the sick, restored sight to the blind and speech to the mute,
when He raised the dead, it wasn't just some supernatural trick to prove He was God, it was the natural outflow of
what happens to creation when humanity walks in obedience to God's design and purposes. That which is broken
is put back to its proper order.

When Jesus went to the cross and took the power of sin, idolatry, death, and darkness into Himself and died, the
power that breaks creation died with Him. And, when Jesus walked out of that tomb 3 days later two things
happened simultaneously; sin and death stayed put, and New Creation came forth.

“The gospel is the royal announcement that the crucified and risen Jesus, who died for our sins and rose again according
to the Scriptures, has been enthroned as the true Lord of the world. When this gospel is preached, God calls people to
salvation, out of sheer grace, leading them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as the risen Lord.”

“The New Testament picks up from the Old the theme that God intends, in the end, to put the whole creation to rights.”
— N.T. Wright, Simply Christian

Jesus is the first fruits of new creation (1 Cor. 15), and through faith we are made alive in Him, born again, to live in
light of that New Creation as well. It is as if God has grabbed a piece of what that eternal future will be when Christ
finally returns, and placed it into our present day reality to be experienced, enjoyed, and brought forth into our
present day reality.

The Old Testament response could only cover the sins of God's people, the New Testament solution has the power
to cleanse God's people from the effects and the power of sin in our hearts and enable us to be New Creation
people.

Receiving This Gift of Grace

Paul says, “For by grace you have been saved, it is a gift of God, not of works, so that no one may boast.” - Ephesians 2:5

“Grace” is commonly defined as God’s “unmerited favor.” While that can be true for some aspects of grace, there
is more to its meaning. Grace is also God's empowering presence that enters our lives to transform us, in our inner
being. The New Testament refers to this transforming experience as the new birth, regeneration (John 3:5; Titus
3:5). The new birth is the supreme miracle, the greatest “sign and wonder” of all.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” - Ephesians 2:4-9
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“A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit | will put within you; and | will remove from your body the heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. | will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances.” — Ezekiel 36:26-27

Salvation is a free gift of God, but it must be received, and cannot be earned. But, how do we receive this incredible
gift? The New Testament answer has two parts: repentance and faith.

The New Testament Greek word “repentance” (metanoia) literally means changing our minds (thoughts,
motivations, desires). Itis a change of mind, motive, and desire, which results in a change of direction. It isn't just
a matter of feeling sorry for particular failings, though that is often part of it too. N.T. Wright defines repentance as
“a serious turning away from patterns of life which distort and deface our genuine humanness.’

“Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” — Luke 15:10

“Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God'’s kindness is
meant yo lead you to repentance?” — Romans 2:4

Repentance is one side of the coin of salvation. The other side is faith. But, what is faith? It is not merely believing
that the gospel of Jesus is true (though that is an essential part of it); it is believing in Jesus, trusting him to save us,
placing the weight of our eternity on Him. It isn't only believing that Jesus is the Savior; it involves an active step of
putting our trust in him.

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of
God remains on him.” — John 3:36

“.if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.” — Romans 10:9

The New Testament word for “faith” also carries the idea of “allegiance.” Believing in Jesus isn't simply a mental
assent to His reality, but rather is a loyal, active belief in Jesus that is demonstrated by following Him and making
Him Lord/King of our lives. Begun by God's act of Grace; Repentance and Faith are the core of Christian
conversion.

What is most important to know is that God loves you and has made a way for you to know Him, not just as your
Creator, but as your loving Father. He has adopted you into His family (Eph. 1:5, Rom. 8:15). But that gift must be
received by grace through faith. We must not only believe Jesus is who He claimed to be and did what He claimed
to do, but we must put our trust in the fact that what He did was all that was needed and there’s nothing we can
add to or take away from that finished work.

“When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”
- John 19:30

We need only to commit our lives to following Him. And how do we do that? By acknowledging our sin before God,
confessing our need for Jesus' righteousness to become our own, trusting that His life, death, and resurrection
was enough to reconcile us back to the Father, and surrender our lives to Him by following his pattern, his
example, in the way that we live our own lives. In the next module we will look at how something as seemingly
impossible as following in the footsteps of Christ actually becomes possible.
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Our salvation is a gift from God based solely on who He is and not on what we've done to earn it. God is not
waiting for us to “get our act together” or “clean ourselves up” so that we can come to Him. He isn't waiting for us
to have the answers. God is calling us in the same way He called out to Adam, “where are you.” He is calling us to
turn from pursuing our own glory, and return to a life lived in His presence, to His glory, for our joy. If you have
never repented of your sin and put your faith, trust, and life in Jesus then we encourage you to do so. If you have
questions, we're here to answer them, but we would say to you the same as Paul said to the people in Corinth, “be
reconciled to God".

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is,
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”

— 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

The Sovereignty of God in the Salvation of Humanity

Finally, it is important to understand that the Father sending the Son was not a reaction to our sin, but rather was
part of God's sovereign plan from the beginning, something He knew would be necessary to save humanity.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him.” — Ephesians 1:3-4

“He has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose
and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the

gospel.” — 2 Timothy 1:9-10

The question is often asked, “If God knows all things, and therefore knew Adam would choose to eat the fruit of
the tree, then why did God put the tree in the garden to begin with?” We've already established that the tree was
necessary in order to give Adam the opportunity to love God above all else. However, in addition to the necessity
of this choice, God's allowing (not causing) Adam to sin was also part of God's plan for His own glory. You see, one
thing that is true in every relationship is that the more intimately you know someone, the more weight, or glory,
that person has in your life. The most important relationships are with the people who know you most deeply:
your parents, your spouse, your children, your best friend, etc.

Then, it stands to reason, that if God's ultimate desire is His own glory, that He would devise a plan that would
enable His creation to know Him in the most deep and intimate way. Jesus going to the cross is the single most
amazing display of God's glory and character that has ever, or will ever, be seen in all of creation. What Genesis 1-2
shows us in the garden is that God, as our Creator, is all-good, all-powerful, just, righteous and relational. We can
know aspects of who God is when we look to Eden. But, when we look to the life, death and resurrection of Christ
we not only see all of those aspects from the garden, we also see God is humble, unconditionally loving, merciful,
gracious, sacrificial, compassionate, sympathetic, patient, kind, faithful, and forgiving. We see a God who enters
into our mess rather than just standing off in the distance telling us to get our stuff together.

The total essence of Trinitarian love was perfectly and completely displayed as Jesus, the God-man, lived a life of
complete obedience to the Father, willingly suffered for the very ones who rebelled against Him, and by the power
of the Spirit rose again to prove His sovereign rule and reign over all of creation. But, the cross would have never
been necessary had Adam never sinned, and Adam would have never sinned had God not placed the tree in the
garden to give him the opportunity to love. God knew Adam would sin. God knew you and | would sin. Yet, God
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permitted it for the greatest display of his ultimate glory, which is also intended for our deepest joy. God did not
cause our sin, rather, He allowed it. And He did so because salvation from our sin would require the ultimate
display of God's love, character, and glory through the giving of His Son.

“The Christian Gospel is that | am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet | am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad
to die for me. This leads to deep humility and deep confidence at the same time. It undermines both swaggering and
sniveling. | cannot feel superior to anyone, and yet | have nothing to prove to anyone. | do not think more of myself nor
less of myself. Instead, | think of myself less.” — Timothy Keller, The Reason for God

God has loved you, and He has made a way for you to know Him, not just as your Creator, but as your loving
Father. He has adopted you into His family (Eph. 1:5, Rom. 8:15). But that gift must be received by grace through
faith. We must not only believe Jesus is who He claimed to be and did what He claimed to do, but we must put our
trust in the fact that what He did was all that was needed and there's nothing we can add to or take away from
that finished work. You must trust that is true for you and commit your life to following Him. And how do we do
that? Simply acknowledge your sin before God, confess your need for Jesus’ righteousness to become your own,
and trust that His life, death, and resurrection was enough to reconcile you back to the Father.

The King has called you back into His Kingdom. How will you respond?
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Class Notes

God's Response to Sin

The Old Testament response to sin was animal (1)

The New Testament solution was the life, death, and resurrection of (2) , the Lamb
of God.

The Old Testament response could only (3) the sins of God's people, the New
Testament solution has the power to (4) God's people from the effects and the

power of sin in our heart.

Receiving this Gift of Grace

To receive the gift of salvation we must (5) and trust in Jesus' substitutionary
atonement.

To Repent, means to:
(6)

The Gospel of Grace

Our salvation is a (7) from God based solely on who He is and not on what we've
done to earniit.

What is the definition of the word gift?
(8)

The Sovereignty of God

God’s purpose in placing the tree in the garden and allowing Adam to eat of it was for the ultimate
display of His (9) through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
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Part 3: Spirit Empowered Living

Now that we have understood the Gospel of Grace that God has extended to us in Christ Jesus, we must now
discuss the practical application of how that Gospel both marks us as His people, and impacts the world around
us. How does the Gospel continue to transform, and conform us into a people who image God and reflect His
glory to others? In this class we will look at this from various perspectives and applications.

Old Covenant vs. New Covenant

The Covenantal God

God is a God of covenant. With Adam He made the Covenant of Life marked by the tree. With Noah He made a
covenant marked by the rainbow. With Abraham God used circumcision to mark the covenant He made with
Abraham to bless him with a son, and bless the world through that son’s descendants.

“And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And | will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojourning, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and | will be their God.” And God
said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.
This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you
shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
me and you.” — Genesis 17:7-10

God later made a covenant with Moses, known as The Mosaic Covenant marked by the Passover and the giving of
The Law on Mount Sinai. This covenant would serve to set the nation of Israel apart from all other nations as God's
chosen people, His new image-bearing humans. It is important to note that the introduction of each new covenant
did not undo, but added to the previous one. It is also important to note that every covenant made in the Old
Testament was a covenant based on external behaviors.

“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that | command you
today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you
and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God. ...The Lord will establish you as a people holy to himself, as
he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in his ways.”
— Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 9

However, these covenants marked by external behaviors were unable to transform the hearts of God's people.
And, rather than experiencing the blessings of obedience, they often had to suffer through the consequences of
their disobedience. Each of these covenants are significant as they serve to foreshadow God’s ultimate covenant
He would make with Jesus. Through His covenant people, Israel, God sovereignly chose to bless the world with
both His written Word (The Law) and the Living Word ( Jesus Christ).

After hundreds of years of God's people breaking covenant with Him, God made one final covenant, the Covenant
of Grace marked by Jesus’ broken body and shed blood, that every follower of Jesus enters into upon trusting in
the redemptive work of Christ accomplished through His life, death, and resurrection.
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“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat;
this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again
of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
— Matthew 26:26-29

“For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall
live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is,
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”

— Romans 10:5-10

The difference we see in the Covenant of Grace is that it is not about outward behavior, but inward
transformation. It was not contingent on our ability to do anything, but on Christ’s ability to fulfill all those other
covenants on our behalf. This Covenant of Grace is not marked by a Law written on stone tablets, but rather God's
Law written on the tablets of our hearts; not by the circumcision of the foreskin, but rather the circumcision of our
hearts. And, the symbol that demonstrates this new covenant we have in Christ is water baptism.

Water Baptism

It has been said that baptism is an outward sign of an inward transformation. This is true, but baptism is more
than that. It is not only an outward sign, but it is also the public declaration of our commitment to Christ in
response to His commitment to us. In the same way a wedding ring is a sign of the covenant made between a
husband and a wife, so water baptism is the sign of the covenant God has made with us, in Christ. It is a covenant
to never leave us nor forsake us, and in which we publicly confess our devotion to Christ as our Bridegroom.

We see in Scripture three main pictures of what water baptism represents in the life of every believer.

1. The Cutting Away of Fleshly Desires

“In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by
the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith
in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.” — Colossians 2:11-12

Abraham lived in Ur of the Chaldeans where they worshipped the Moon god, Nanna. Worship of this deity was
accomplished through sexual acts performed with temple prostitutes. So, Yahweh's command to Abraham to
circumcise himself, and all the men in his camp, was God's way of saying, “Abraham, that part of you that has been
used to worship other gods belongs to Me now.” It was a picture of the cutting away of sinful desires for the
people who had been called to walk with God in worship and holiness. But, as we know from scripture,
circumcision of the foreskin does not automatically mean the heart has been transformed. Paul says that
circumcision of the flesh was simply a foreshadowing of the circumcision of the heart. God, in His saving grace,
has cut away the hardness, and sinful desires of our hearts that lure us to worship created things, and He has
given us new desires whereby we are now moved to worship our Creator.
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2. Picture of New Life In Christ

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”— Romans 6:3-4

Baptism is the public sign that through the finished work of Jesus on the cross your sin has been buried with Him,
and you have been raised with Him to live a new-creation life. This means that the old, sinful desires have been laid
to rest in the death of Jesus, and the life you now live is lived by His resurrection power to the glory of God. It also
means that just as Christ was raised as the “first fruits” of new creation, we now live as new creation beings as well;
but seated with Christ in Heavenly places. Though, we must wait for Christ's second coming to experience the
resurrection of our physical bodies, we are empowered to live today in light of that future promise.

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.” — 2 Corinthians 5:16-17

3. Deliverance From the Bondage of Sin - A New Exodus

For | want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. — 1 Corinthians 10:1-4

When Israel was enslaved in Egypt, God delivered them from His judgment through the blood of an innocent
lamb. He then brought ultimate freedom to the Israelites through the parting of the Red Sea, and as the Egyptian
army pursued, God closed the waters, destroying Pharaoh’s ability to re-enslave God's people. In the same way,
God has delivered us from the slavery to sin through the blood of Jesus. This is represented through the waters of
baptism. When your body goes into the water the water parts beneath you. And, just as the Egyptian army who
pursued the Israelites was swallowed up by the sea crashing back together, so the picture of the sin nature that
pursues us being swallowed up is seen as the waters of baptism close behind us when we come up out of the
water. The Israelites could not return to the life of slavery. Likewise, in baptism we are saying that our life of
slavery to sin is in the past. We may still struggle in areas as God continues to sanctify us, but we are no longer
slaves of sin. Baptism is a picture of God's deliverance from sin, and the bondage of sin in our lives.

“But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.” —
Romans 6:17-18

Why do | need to get baptized?

In the same way a wedding ring doesn’t make you married to your spouse, so water baptism is not what makes
our relationship with Christ. In other words, baptism is not a means of salvation. This is evident in Jesus’ statement
to the thief on the cross when he cried out to Jesus for mercy. Jesus’ response was, “today you will be with Me in
paradise.” Jesus didn't tell him to climb down off his cross, find some water, and be baptized first. Baptism doesn't
save us, but it is an act of obedience to the Lordship of Jesus and a picture of the One who has saved us.
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1. To Follow the Example of Jesus

“And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven
said, This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” — Matthew 3:16-17

Jesus was baptized as an act of obedience to the Father and as a model for us to follow. If it was good enough
for Jesus then it's good enough for us.

2. As aSign of Repentance

“And Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” — Acts 2:38

After Peter preached the Gospel many were convicted of their sin and cried out, “what shall we do.” Peter
replied by telling them to repent of their sins, which includes putting faith in Christ, and being baptized. Their
baptism would serve as a sign of repentance.

3. Itis a Commitment to the Local Church and for the Local Church

“So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”
— Acts 2:41

A person is birthed into the body of Christ through baptism, and as such they are stepping into their responsibility
to be a part of the body. That body responds with the commitment to nurture, love, and equip the individual.

4. We are commanded to baptize others so we should be baptized ourselves

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.” — Matthew 28:19-20

We can't invite others to be baptized if we have not been baptized ourselves. And, if we're not baptizing those who
have repented of their sin and become disciples of Jesus then we are not doing what Jesus commanded us to do.

Placing your faith in Christ births you into this new covenant with God. Water baptism is the public declaration of
this new covenant. But how does this inner transformation of the Covenant of Grace take root in our hearts? If the
Covenant of Grace is not about our outward behaviors, but rather an inner transformation, then how does that
change take place? It takes place through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit
The topic of the Holy Spirit can be controversial to say the least. The solution, however, is not to dismiss this

doctrine altogether, but instead to submit our own personal opinions and preferences to what Scripture teaches
us about who the Holy Spirit is and what He does both in and through our lives.

“Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come
to you. But if | go, I will send him to you.” — John 16:7
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We have already established that the Holy Spirit is part of the Trinitarian Godhead. He is not an “it.” The Holy Spirit is
God. However, He is not God the Father, nor is He God the Son. Which means that God the Spirit has a unique role
within the Trinity. This role is twofold: to transform us on the inside, and to empower us on the outside. The biggest
difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant is this promise that the Holy Spirit would come to live
inside us as He reconciles us back to God's heart through an inner transformation (indwelling), and to God's purpose
through an outward display (infilling) as He empowers us to be witnesses for Christ.

The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him.” — John 14:23

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” — Romans 8:11

Scripture tells us that upon salvation, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. Every person that is adopted into
the family of God through faith in Jesus receives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. This
indwelling brings about new spiritual birth. Whereas, the Spirit of God would come on people in the Old
Testament to accomplish mighty works for a moment, the New Testament promise is that the Spirit of God
comes to live inside of us to transform our hearts and conform us to the image of Christ. The result is that we
are reconciled back to our original Image-Bearing purpose as we become a new kind of temple where others
encounter the presence of God and the display of His Kingdom.

“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” — Romans 8:16-17

"Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” — 1 Corinthians 3:16

"Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new temple. They are, individually and corporately, places where
heaven and earth meet." - N.T. Wright

But, how does the indwelling of the Holy Spirit enable us to reflect who God is and what His Kingdom is all about?

1. He convicts us of our sin

“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” — jJohn 16:8

The Holy Spirit reveals to us our unrighteousness in light of God's righteousness. He opens our eyes to the law we
have broken, the judgment we deserve, and our need for a Savior.

2. Hereveals to us that Jesus is that Savior

“I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And | have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of
God.” — John 1:33-34

John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin. But, they grew up 100 miles apart and didn't see each other much. John knew

that one day the Son of God, the Messiah, would be revealed, and here he is revealed by the Holy Spirit coming
upon Jesus immediately after His baptism. The Holy Spirit is the One who opens the eyes of our hearts to see that
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Jesus is both the Son of God and God the Son. After convicting us of our sin He reveals Jesus as Messiah that we
might come to repentance and put our faith in Him.

3. He Regenerates Our hearts and gives us a new birth

Before the Holy Spirit changes us through faith in Christ we are in bondage to the desires of our flesh.

“Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy,
fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” — Galatians 5:19-24

But, when we put our faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit transforms_our hearts and brings our spirits to life. Through the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit our new desires produce new fruit such as love, joy and peace. It is the Holy
Spirit that changes the nature of our hearts from being slaves to sin, to becoming slaves of righteousness who
now long for the glory of God.

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us
in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.” - Titus 3:4-7

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” —
Galatians 5:22-24

“But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of
teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness.” — Romans 6:17-18

4. He teaches us God's Word

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name — that one will teach you all things, and will
remind you of everything that | said to you.” — John 14:26

John 1 tells us that Jesus IS the word made flesh and Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit will remind us of all that he
has said. The writer of Hebrews says God's Word is living and active and able to judge our thoughts and intentions.
This is the work of the Holy Spirit bringing to life the word of God to each individual.

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division
of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
— Hebrews 4:12

“But you continue in the things which you have learned and are convinced of, because you know from whom you learned
them, and that from childhood you have known the holy writings that are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness, in order that the person of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” — 2 Timothy 3:14-17

This means that God the Spirit spoke His Word to the hearts of men and inspired them to write it down in the
pages of Scripture. Therefore, if the Spirit of God dictated the Scriptures, then who better to open up the meaning
of the Scriptures to us. Many people have read the Bible apart from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and have
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come away confused or offended. The Holy Spirit opens up the Scriptures to us, so that we might understand
what the Bible is actually saying.

The reason scripture teaches, reproves, corrects and trains, is that as we behold God's Word we are beholding the
Living Word, Jesus. The Holy Spirit then conforms us to His image through His Word. From Genesis to Revelation
the theme of Scripture is consistent; Jesus is the Hero and we are the ones in need of saving.

“For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.” — John 5:46

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself.” — Luke 24:27

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.” — John 1:1-3

Apart from the Holy Spirit we will fail to see this overarching narrative. And, it is by this Word that the Holy Spirit
produces the gift of faith that enables us to put our trust in Jesus.

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” — Romans 10:17

5. He Calls Us To Prayer

Another way we grow in the revelation of God's glory is through the Spirit-lead fellowship with God in which we
express our gratitude and need for Him. We call this prayer. When Jesus was asked how we ought to pray, He
responded with a beautiful prayer that begins with the intimate term, “Abba,” Daddy.

“Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”— Matthew 6:9-13

As we hallow God's name, ask for His Kingdom to come on earth through us, submit our daily needs to Him, ask
Him to give us the ability to forgive others and to keep us from tempting situations, we are growing in both our
knowledge of, and dependence upon Him. Prayer keeps us in a place where life is centered on the glory of Jesus.

But, apart from the Holy Spirit we don't really know how to pray this way. It is only by the Holy Spirit that our
prayers are effective.

“The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from prayer-less studies, prayer-less
work, and prayer-less religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.”
— Samuel Chadwick

“In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication.” — Ephesians 6:16-18

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

The Apostle Paul says to pray without ceasing. This tells us that prayer is not so much about a time of day as it

is about ongoing communion with God the Father. Prayer is not a religious thing but a relational thing. Prayer is
telling Him your thoughts, feelings, frustrations, needs, joys, struggles, thankfulness and fears among other
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things. As we go through the day in constant communication with God we are continually reminded of the fact
that He is at the center of all we are and all we do, and our thoughts, feelings, and desires are dedicated to Him.
It is the prompting of the Holy Spirit that creates the pathway, the desire, and the clarity to pray with purpose.

6. He stirs our hearts to worship Jesus

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” — John 4:24

The Holy Spirit reveals the glory of Jesus to us and moves our hearts to worship Him with our lives. Spirit lead
worship isn't about a place, a song, or a feeling. It is seeing the magnificence of Christ as revealed by the Holy Spirit
and living in light of that glory; dedicating our lives to Jesus and sacrificing our own agenda and desires for His.

7. He counsels, comforts, and encourages us

“And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever.” — John 14:16

“So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear
of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.” — Acts 9:31

The Holy Spirit instructs us in wisdom, reminds us of God's Truth, and helps us understand and communicate
scripture in times of need so that we may be comforted by the promises of God.

8. He sanctifies us and conforms us to the image of Christ

You know a tree by the fruit that hangs from its branches. However, the fruit does not make it that type of tree,
but rather the DNA, or the essence, of the tree is what produces the fruit. The fruit is not the cause, but the result
of what's inside the tree. Likewise, the life we live, the choices we make, will flow out of what is in our hearts.

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize
them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit,
but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them
by their fruits.” — Matthew 7:15-20

When others see the “fruit” of our lives, it should look different than the fruit the world produces. This is one of
the main purposes of the Holy Spirit coming to live inside of us. Another way of saying this is that when the Holy
Spirit dwells inside of us we should be progressively looking more and more like Jesus.

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
— Romans 8:26-29

When the Spirit regenerates our hearts and makes us a “New Creation” He literally transforms our nature, our
essence. We no longer produce the works of the flesh, but instead begin to display the fruit of the Spirit.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control. Against
such things there is no law.” — Galatians 5:22-23
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The Fruit of the Spirit

The fruit of the Spirit is something we should all long to have evidenced in our lives on a daily basis. It is important
to note that the word “fruit” in this passage is the singular form. Paul is not giving us a list of different fruits of the
Spirit, but rather different adjectives used to describe the fruit of the Spirit. In the same way we might describe an
apple as red, shiny, juicy, plump, etc., so Paul is telling us the descriptors people ought to see in the life of a
follower of Jesus can be describe using the words, “Love, joy, peace...” If our hearts are rooted in Christ, then the
fruit of the Spirit is what the world should see when they look at us.

Now, the fruit of the spirit and the gifts of the Spirit, though closely connected, are not the same thing. Both are
meant to point others to Jesus, but they do so in different ways. So, let’s shift our focus, now, to what we refer to
as the “Infilling” and overflowing of the Holy Spirit.

The Infilling of the Holy Spirit

You may be familiar with the phrase, or term, “Baptism of the Holy Spirit." It is a phrase commonly used to describe
an experience in which a follower of Christ receives power through the Holy Spirit....

We like to use the phrase “The Infilling of the Holy Spirit” at Mosaic, primarily for the sake of clarity, because the
phrase, “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is actually used multiple times in Scripture, but in ways that point to two
different experiences a believer can have.

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who comes after me is more powerful than | am, whose sandals |
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire." — Matthew 3:11

The word baptism, baptizé in the Greek, means to be immersed in, or fully covered by. Water baptism is the act of
being immersed in, or fully covered by, water as a sign of repentance and a declaration of the covenant
relationship we have entered into with Jesus. So, to be baptized in the Holy Spirit is to be immersed in, fully
covered by, the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. This phrase, “Baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit,” occurs in
multiple places throughout Scripture. We just read Matthew 3:11 where John the Baptizer tells us Jesus will baptize
with the Holy Spirit and fire (also found in Mark 1). But here are a couple more:

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” — 1 Corinthians 12:12-13

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father,
which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.” — Acts 1:4-5

As you can see, this phrase, “Baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit,” carries multiple meanings from a theological
standpoint. In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul is clearly talking about the work of the Holy Spirit that regenerates our hearts
and unites us to Christ and His body. This was discussed in the previous section. But, in Acts 1, Luke in quoting
Jesus, is clearly using this same phrase to point towards the day of Pentecost when the Apostles would receive the
outflowing power of the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in other tongues (Acts 2:4). And then there’s Mathew 3, and
Mark 1, where the Gospel writers could intend to mean either one, or both, of those understandings of what it
means to be “Baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit.”

The difference between water baptism and baptism with (in) the Holy Spirit is obvious, but understanding what
Scripture means by baptism with (in) the Holy Spirit is a bit more nuanced. Not that the above Scriptures
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contradict one another, but we do need to clarify to which meaning of the phrase are we pointing. For the
purposes of bringing this clarification we like to use two different terms: indwelling and infilling. The indwelling
of the Holy Spirit is what we looked at in the previous section.

The Infilling of the Holy Spirit is a secondary experience where the Holy Spirit comes upon the believer in power
to fill him/her to the point of overflowing through the manifestation of spiritual gifts. According to Scripture, we
need both of these Baptisms in order to experience the fullness of who Christ has called us to be as both children
of God and witnesses of Christ. The indwelling is what saves and transforms us. The infilling is what empowers us
to be His witnesses. This does not mean God loves a person any less or differently if he/she has not received the
infilling of the Holy Spirit. God's love is based solely on Christ’s merit. It simply means that as believers we are
dependent on the Holy Spirit to both know Christ, and to make Him known to others.

The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit occurs once for every believer; this is the new birth all believers receive (7 Cor.
12:13). What we will explore in this section is the subsequent in-fillings of the Holy Spirit which are available, but
not forced, upon every believer. It is the infilling of the Holy Spirit that allows us to keep walking in the Spirit's
power, enabling us to go on serving Him, doing His will, and living as witnesses for Christ. This session we will
talk about what happens when the Spirit goes from living in us, the indwelling, to flowing out of us, the infilling.

When it comes to the doctrine of being filled with the Spirit, spiritual gifts, and the manifestation of gifts like prophesy
and tongues, it requires a lot of clarity and explanation because this topic has been abused and misused in many ways
over the centuries. There are multiple phrases used in Scripture to describe this second experience: being “filled with the
Holy Spirit.”, being “Baptized with the Holy Spirit," and “Receive the Holy Spirit,” are the most commonly used.

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father,
which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.” — Acts 1:5

“And suddenly a sound like a violent rushing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
And divided tongues like fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them ability to speak out.” — Acts 2:2-4

“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and
John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of
them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” — Acts 8:14-16

In some occasions in Scripture the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the infilling of the Holy Spirit take place in the
same moment.

“While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the
circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold
water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.” — Acts 10:44-48
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On other occasions they occur at separate moments.

“And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There
he found some disciples. And he said to them, Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? And they said, No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit. And he said, Into what then were you baptized? They said, Into John's
baptism. And Paul said, John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, Jesus. On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying.”

— Acts 19:1-6

Other references to people being filled with the Holy Spirit in Scripture:

* In Acts 2 they received the Spirit some time after being water baptized.

* In Acts 10, they received the Spirit before being water baptized.
* In Acts 2 and 10, they received the Spirit without anyone laying hands on them.
* In Acts 8 & 19, they received the Spirit after someone had laid hands on them.

The point is, there is no formula when it comes to “being filled with the Holy Spirit.” He is not like some geniein a
bottle that we can conjure up according to our own desires and timeline. The Holy Spirit is God, who gives Himself
to us in power in order to empower us to be who He has called us to be. Regardless of whether the indwelling and
the infilling occur alongside one another, or removed from one another, Scripture clearly shows that these are two
uniquely, separate occurrences.

Receiving the Holy Spirit

It is important to note that we receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit the same way we receive the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit; by faith. We simply recognize our need for the Spirit's power so we can live life boldly to the
glory of Christ, we ask God to give the Spirit to us, and then receive Him by faith. With a hunger and thirst, we
ask God for the gift of the Holy Spirit and we simply receive that which only God can give.

“And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if
his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!“ — Luke 11:9-13

“Now on the last day of the feast — the great day — Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come
to me, and let him drink, the one who believes in me. Just as the scripture said, ‘Out of his innermost being will flow rivers
of living water.” Now he said this concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were about to receive. For the
Spirit was not yet given.” — John 7:37-39

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts
The first place in Scripture where we see this infilling is on the Day of Pentecost as the disciples are waiting in the

Upper Room per Jesus' instructions.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.” - Acts 1:8-9
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“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.And suddenly a sound like a violent rushing wind
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. And divided tongues like fire appeared to them
and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as

the Spirit gave them ability to speak out. 'Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation
under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing
them speak in his own language.” — Acts 2:1-6

Just before Jesus ascended back to His throne in Heaven, He told His disciples to go and wait until the Holy Spirit
came on them in power so that they could be His witnesses. Like everything else God created, these gifts are
meant to be signs that point people to Jesus and to the glory of God. They are not given to us as a means of
showing how amazing or spiritual we are. This is the heart of what Paul addresses in the church in Corinth.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13 that if we operate in spiritual gifts apart from a love for Jesus, and a love for others,
then we are a “noisy gong or clanging cymbal.” He says that operating in these gifts in ways that point to ourselves
simply reveals our “lack of love” and we “gain nothing.” The use of spiritual gifts is to be done in a way that draws
people to Jesus. This means we are to operate in an orderly fashion with our gifts for the purpose of encouraging,
edifying, and building up the Body of believers, not in some chaotic display of hyper-emotionalism that causes
others to want nothing to do with Jesus or His people.

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
have not love, | am nothing. If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, | gain
nothing.” — 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

“For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints.” — 1 Corinthians 14:33

The Gift of Tongues

The one exception to this command is the two fold gift of tongues. There is a public use of this gift referred to as
speaking-in-tongues that ought to be accompanied with interpretation, and is to edify the Body. But, there is a
more private gift of praying-in-tongues that is useful in personal prayer and meant to encourage the one praying.

“If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. But if there
is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.”
— 1 Corinthians 14:27-28

“For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. What am | to do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will
pray with my mind also; | will sing praise with my spirit, but | will sing with my mind also.” — 1 Corinthians 14:14

While many infilling experiences recorded in scripture result in the gift of Tongues being demonstrated, there are
other examples where this demonstration of His power manifests through other gifts such as, word of knowledge,
prophesying, and miraculous healings to name a few. Though the manifestations may differ, the one constantin
every occurrence is that people felt the power of the Holy Spirit come upon them.

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All
these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”

— 1 Corinthians 12:7-11
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We should desire to operate in all of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as God allows and sees fit to give us, but in that
operation Jesus should always be at the heart of all we do. Spiritual gifts are meant to reveal to the world that
God's Kingdom has come, and is coming, on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Both the Fruit of The Spirit and the Gifts of The Spirt will empower us to be witnesses for Christ in our daily lives.
We should desire both and continually pray for growth in both of these areas with equal importance and equal
fervency.

Points to Ponder: Have you received the Infilling of the Holy Spirit to the point of overflowing? What are your
spiritual gifts and are you operating in them? Do you see, and can others see spiritual fruit in your life? Is the
peace and comfort of the Holy Spirit evident to you?
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Class Notes

Old Covenant vs New Covenant

God is a God of (1)

The Old Covenant dealt with external (2) , whereas the New Covenant deals with an
internal (3) of the heart.

Water Baptism

Water baptism is a sign of the covenant we have with God in the same way a (4)

is a sign of the covenant between a husband and wife.

Three pictures we see in Scripture of what this covenant means are:

()

The Work of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is a (6) not an “it” or some impersonal force.

Some of the things the Holy Spirit does in our lives are

Being Filled With The Holy Spirit

There are two experiences we can have as believers. The (1) of the Spirit, and being

(2) with the Spirit. We are filled with the Spirit when we simply ask God to do so in
3)

The purpose of this gift of the Holy Spirit is to enable and empower us to:
4

Spiritual Gifts and Spiritual Fruit

The motivation behind our operating in the gifts of the Spirit should be (5) , for the

purpose of pointing others to the glory of (6)

List the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:

The fruit of the Spirit being produced in our lives is the result of us being rooted in (7)
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Part 4: Worship, Community, Mission

What Is Worship?

Worship is a state of heart that is captivated by the glory of God. Worship goes way beyond just a style of music or a
weekly event, it is a way of life, a mindset, a devotion to God, our Creator and Father, that seeks Him above all else.

"I give you thanks with my whole heart; before the gods | sing your praise. | bow down toward your holy temple..."
— Psalm 138:1-2

Before we talk about worship, which is the height of our interaction with God, we first have to understand that
Praise, Thanksgiving, and Worship are 3 distinct actions and heart dispositions. In the opening lines of Psalm 138
we find David, the “man after God's own heart,” first giving thanks, with his WHOLE HEART, then he sings praise.
Then he goes and bows down in worship. You will find that often thanksgiving and praise are given to God in
response to what He has done by the works of His hands. Whereas worship should be given for who He is,
regardless of what we perceive He has or has not done.

Thanksgiving

Throughout the Scriptures there is a command to be thankful, but in the New Testament we are commanded to
be continually thankful! Living with an 'attitude of gratitude' as some have said is the essence of thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving is part of what we are called to as New Covenant believers. God expects and desires for us to be
thankful ALWAYS and in ALL THINGS. This is both a commandment to, and a mark of, a true follower of Christ! We
are to be thankful for both the good and the bad, the pleasure and the pain, the comfort and the discomfort.

Like much of the Christian walk, He commands this for our good. God is not so weak that He requires being
propped up with thanksgiving so that He can feel good about what He has done. He commands it because He
knows that when we are thankful it is a benefit to our souls. It's easy for us to think that commandments are an
Old Testament thing, but the truth is there are commandments all over the New Testament and being thankful is
just one of them.

“Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” — Ephesians 5:20

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” — Colossians 3:17

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
foryou.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Jesus is asking us to filter all of life through the lens of thanksgiving regardless of whether or not we “perceive” that
we should be thankful. Thanksgiving is an act of faith, not just in what God has or has not done, but in His very
character, trusting that even in the painful moments of life He is still working for our good.

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” — Romans 5:3-5
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“Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in whatever situation | am to be content. | know how to be
brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need. | can do all things through him who strengthens me.” — Philippians 4:11-13

Having a heart of thanksgiving is based on what God has already done, and on what He has promised to do in the
future. Thanksgiving is a choice, not a reaction, that we make in light of God's faithfulness to His own Word.

Praise

Praise is essential to our ability to experience the fulness of joy God desires us to experience in our relationship
with Him. In reflecting on the book of Psalms, C.S. Lewis picked up on a theme that accurately communicates how
God commands us to praise Him.

“But the most obvious fact about praise — whether of God or anything — strangely escaped me. | thought of it in terms
of compliment, approval, or the giving of honor. | had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into
praise. The world rings with praise — lovers praising their mistresses, readers their favorite poet, walkers praising the
countryside, players praising their favorite game — praise of weather, wines, dishes, actors, motors, horses, colleges,

countries, historical personages, children, flowers, mountains, rare stamps, rare beetles, even sometimes politicians or
scholars...Except where intolerably adverse circumstances interfere, praise almost seems to be inner health made
audible...l had not noticed either that just as men spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge
us to join them in praising it: “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn't it glorious? Don't you think that magnificent?” The Psalmists in
telling everyone to praise God are doing what all men do when they speak of what they care about. | think we delight to
praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed
consummation.” — C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms

There is an inherent joy that comes with praising our Creator, but that joy is not complete until our praise is both
verbalized and shared with others. Praise is the joyful recounting of all God has done for us. Praise is universal
and can be applied to other relationships as well. We can praise our family, friends, boss, or paperboy. Praise does
not require much of us. It is merely the truthful acknowledgment of the righteous acts of another. Since God has
done many wonderful deeds, He is worthy of our praise.

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn
of my salvation, my stronghold. | call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and | am saved from my enemies.” —
Psalm 18:2-3

We also know that Praise invites the presence of God. When we gather together as a group of believers and praise
him, we are, in a sense, building a place for His presence to dwell with us. If you need more of God in your life,
PRAISE HIM! Breakthrough often comes through praise because praise forces us to deal with who God really is,
and what God has actually done. When we praise Him, He will show up!

“You are holy, enthroned in the praises of your people.” — Psalm 22:3

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know
that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his
gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!” — Psalm 100:1-4

Like thanksgiving, praise is not a suggestion but a commandment we find in Scripture.
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“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore
I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” — Romans 15:8-11

“All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth...” — Psalm 138:4

“...and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “Out of
the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have perfected praise’?” — Matthew 21:16

It is when we realize and assume the posture of our greatest weakness (infant) and praise God from that place
that God perfects our praise. He is not looking for us to have it all together. He is not waiting for us to be fully
matured in our walk with Him. God is not looking for the most capable, most qualified, or most skilled, but for
those who recognize their great need for Him and are willing to cry out in praise because of the fact that Jesus has
already met that need.

Worship

And Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the donkey, and | and the boy will go up there. We will worship,
then we will return to you.” — Genesis 22:5

This passage in Genesis is the very first time that the word worship is presented in scripture. Because we so often
associate worship with singing songs, it is nearly inconceivable to realize that Abraham was going up the
mountain to sacrifice his son Isaac, and it is this action that he labels as worship! Worship is both sacrifice and an
acknowledgment in the most profound and reverent of ways. Worship is an exchange of one thing for another.
Jesus exchanged his life for ours. But he's calling us to exchange our lives for his through worship. And it's not just
about giving up worldly things, fleshly things or sinful things. As we see in this story of Abraham it's often about
giving up good things as well,, maybe even God things.

Isaac was a son of promise. He was the thing promised by God, hoped for, longed for, patiently waited for, for
years and years. But, Abraham had taken ownership of Isaac. He had gone from putting his hope in God to putting
his hope in this son. So God comes along and tells him it's time to give this up. Abraham’s heart needed to be
tested, challenged, in order for Abraham to know who it was that truly sat on the throne of his life. Abraham was
instructed to sacrifice his son of promise because the One who made the promise knew what would happen if
Abraham continued to put Isaac in that place of preeminence. If you want to understand worship. Begin by trying
to understand this story. So long as we hold onto things of this world too tightly, we cannot worship God fully or
honestly. That is what worship is. Giving up everything we have to the One who gave it all for us.

Sadly, worship has too often been misunderstood as merely a type, or style, of music or event such as a church
service. And, though worship is certainly not less that those things, it most certainly is more than those things.
Singing can be worship, but worship is not just singing.

In fact, Scripture uses ?? Hebrew words and ?? Greek words to describe differing ways in which we worship.

Towdah - a sacrifice of praise (includes thanksgiving) Makal -
Yadah - to lift your hands Tehellah -
Barrack - Shaback -
Zamar - Hala -
Taqa - Sharjah -
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The reality is that when we talk about worship we are really talking about all of life lived for the glory of God.
Worship is the result of a heart that has been totally captivated by the exaltation of Jesus Christ to the point that
no sacrifice for His sake is too great to ask.

Worship is part of the very fabric of what makes us human. Being made in the image and likeness of the Triune
God means that we have two basic cravings that none of us can escape: community and worship. Harold Best
states in his book Unceasing Worship:

"As God eternally outpours within His triune self, and as we are created in His image, it follows that we too are continuous
outpourers, incurable so.” — Harold Best, Unceasing Worship

There is a ceaseless sacrificing and deferring between the trinity as God carries out His plans with ultimate
perfection. As human beings formed in His image we too are ceaseless worshipers pouring ourselves out for
someone or something. Because of sin, our worship has been perverted and bent towards created things rather
than Creator God, we need God to seek us out and save us from the power of sin so that we can be free to
worship Him as we were designed to do. In many ways, this theme of worship is a major thread that weaves the
entire storyline of the Bible.

“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them
up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged

the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen.” — Romans 1:21-25

Summarizing this, Best says;

“We begin with one fundamental fact about worship: at this very moment, and for as long as this world endures,
everybody inhabiting it is bowing down and serving something or someone — an artifact, a person, an institution, an
idea, a spirit, or God through Christ. Everyone is being shaped thereby and is growing up toward some measure of
fullness, whether of righteousness or of evil. No one is exempt and no one can wish to be. We are, every one of us,
unceasing worshipers and will remain so forever, for eternity is an infinite extrapolation of one of two conditions: a
surrender to the sinfulness of sin unto infinite loss or the commitment of personal righteousness unto infinite gain. This is
the central fact of our existence, and it drives every other fact. Within it lies the story of creation, fall, redemption, and
new creation or final loss.” — Harold Best, Unceasing Worship

Whatever our version of hell is, it is the place we do not want to find ourselves in. So, to keep us from our
functional hell we find a functional savior. Whoever, or whatever that savior is we give it the position of glory in
our lives. It becomes that which is preeminent to us. To keep that “savior” around we dedicate ourselves to
whatever needs to be done to ensure its ongoing presence in our lives. And, since we are dedicated to keeping our
functional savior around we will find ourselves sacrificing time, energy, relationships, integrity and purity to make
sure nothing changes. Paul says that this is our spiritual act of worship.

Glory + Dedication + Sacrifice = Worship

If anything, or anyone, other than Jesus Christ holds that position of glory in your life then it is a form of idolatry.
Idolatry is putting more worth in created things than we place on our Creator God. The objects of affection in our
lives are not always bad things. It can be your job, your spouse, your children, your reputation, or really anything
that most people would consider good. The problem is that when those good things take the place of God then
we cease worshipping God in that moment.
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“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” — Romans 12:2

The way we break free from the misplaced worship that is so prevalent in the world is by the renewal of our
minds. Repentance is the answer. We turn away from the the things that so easily become the focus of our lives
(i.e. money, boyfriend, self-image) and turn towards Jesus. As we do this the Holy Spirit transforms our minds and
allows us to see Jesus in all His glory. The result is that we dedicate ourselves to Him and sacrifice our lives for Him
because our hearts become filled with a desire to worship Him.

When we begin to glimpse the reality of God, the natural reaction is to worship him. Not to have that reaction
is a fairly sure sign that we haven't yet really understood who he is or what he's done.”
— N.T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense

All For Love

“I give you thanks, O Lord , with my whole heart; before the gods | sing your praise; | bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your
name and your word. On the day | called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased.” — Psalm 138:1-3

Ultimately, the most important reason for us to worship God is because we love him. We love him for who he is,
we love him for what he has done, we love him for what he is going to do. We love him because he made us to
be loved by him and to love him back. It's not simply our duty, but rather our delight to worship him. And as we
worship, we must always remember that worship is not just giving a song. Worship is not just giving some time.
Worship is not just giving some money. Worship is definitely not just about coming into a church building to ‘do
something’. Worship is about a heart and a mind that has come to know the Most High God, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit in a real and meaningful way. In a way that provokes thoughtful thanksgiving, passionate praise, and
sacrificial worship. The true worshipper is the one who gives every aspect of his or her life to the one who gave
his life for us.

And, as C.S. Lewis showed us earlier, when our hearts are captivated by something we naturally want to tell others
about it, we want to invite them into that experience with us because love always wants to be shared with
another. As God's image-bearing people, the very fabric of our design draws us into that desire. We were made to
not only reflect the praise and worship of creation back to God, but also to reflect who God is out into the world.

A Community on Mission

“The church exists primarily for two closely correlated purposes: to worship God and to work for his kingdom in the world
... The church also exists for a third purpose, which serves the other two: to encourage one another, to build one another
up in faith, to pray with and for one another, to learn from one another and teach one another, and to set one another
examples to follow, challenges to take up, and urgent tasks to perform. This is all part of what is known loosely as
fellowship.” — N.T. Wright, Simply Christian

We conclude our Foundations portion of the Mosaic membership process by taking a look at what everything we
have discussed thus far means for our lives practically. Why has God done all of this for us? What is the end goal
of this Gospel we proclaim? Some would say the end goal of the Gospel is that we get to go to Heaven when we
die and spend eternity with Jesus. Well, as wonderful as that will be, God actually has something far greater in
mind, and it has been His ultimate plan from the beginning. God's desire is not just that we would go to Heaven
some day, but that through the lives of His redeemed and transformed people His Kingdom (Heaven) would
return to earth today as He intended it to be in the garden so many years ago.
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“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven.” — Matthew 6:9-10

God is actively putting His creation back together again, and He has invited us to be part of this putting back
project. But, how? How do we partner with God in His work of redemption? That is what we will discuss in this final
section. We will bring the class to a close by taking a look at the call to evangelism for us individually and for the
community of God's people corporately.

Messengers of Reconciliation

The Gospel is good news to those who do believe, but it is also good news for those who will believe. God's grace
in Jesus Christ is a gift that was never meant to terminate on those who receive it. This gift of salvation is
something God gave you through someone else in order that He might give it to someone else through you. We
are called to be messengers of the good news of Jesus Christ, not just in what we say but in all that we do.

“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” — 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

An ambassador is one who is sent to represent his/her own government while living in a foreign land. This was the
responsibility God gave Adam in the garden, and it's the responsibility He has given us in Christ. In the garden,
God told Adam to “fill the earth and subdue it” by having children, training them up in the way they should live,
and, through the generations, creating culture and cultivating creation as an act of worship to the glory of God.
This is known as the Cultural Mandate. Today, this mandate still remains. We are to fill and subdue the earth by
making disciples and teaching others to obey all that God has commanded as we equip them to live life centered
on His glory for the purpose of making His glory known to others.

"And Jesus came and said to them, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age..”

— Matthew 28:18-20

As ambassadors of Christ, we are called to proclaim the good news and fill the earth with the glory of God. This
proclamation takes place in two primary ways: witnessing and missional living. The first focuses on what we say,
the second on what we do.

Proclaiming the Good News

Sharing your faith can be intimidating because we feel like we have to have all the verses memorized, all the
questions answered, and all our problems solved. The problem with this mindset is it makes witnessing all about
you and not about Jesus. Just as a witness in a courtroom is asked simply to tell what they have seen and heard, so
Jesus calls us to testify to what we have seen Him do in our own lives. Witnessing is simply telling your story. It is
telling others what God has done in your life and the difference He has made. You don't have to be a Bible expert.
You are simply telling others that it is the grace of God, the blood of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit that
has saved you, changed you, and enabled you to live life as God intended it to be lived.

This may mean God is calling you to stand on the street corner, but most likely it means that God has sovereignly
placed you in a certain time, around certain people, and He just wants you to tell them about His mercy and grace
as the opportunity presents itself. Not that we sit idly by, but that we are constantly looking for opportunities to
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love others by sharing our story with them because introducing someone to the love of Christ is the most loving
thing we can do for them.

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” — Romans 10:14-15

“...we cannot keep from speaking of what we have seen and heard.” — Acts 4:20

“When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say
will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
— Matthew 10:19-20

When we share our testimony, or story, we are proclaiming the Good News of Jesus’ love and Jesus’ Kingdom. It is
important to remember, your testimony is not about you going from bad to good by changing your behaviors or
choices. Jesus doesn’t make bad people good, He makes dead people live. The Good News of the Gospel is not just
that our sins are forgiven, it is that we have been reconciled back to God's heart and God’s Kingdom, filled by God's
Spirit, and adopted into God's family, and out of His love for us we know have the power and ability to live life as
He designed it to be lived. Your testimony consists of 3 parts; life before Jesus, how Jesus saved you, your life now.
This is the story others want to hear, and it is the story that helps people to see the truth of who Christ is.

Living On Mission

“From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us.” — Acts 17:26-27

God has been intimately and passionately involved in our design and placement regarding the times, places, and
people we find ourselves surrounded by. Every day that we would ever live has already been written in God’s book
(Psalm 139). This means that the way you look, your personality, the neighborhood you live in, the people you are
around, and your job are all ordained by God for the purpose of His glory.

It also means that where you live, where you work, and the people you interact with on a regular basis are
purposed by God for two reasons; that you would come to a deeper knowledge of God's heart, and that they
would come to a deeper knowledge of God's heart. Paul says, “Indeed He is not far from each one of us.”

The reason God is not far from your co-workers, neighbors, or the young person bagging your groceries, is
because you, the carrier of God's Spirit and presence, are not far from those people. All of life is an invitation from
God to join Him in His mission of reconciliation. There is no sacred-secular divide. Whether you live in a mansion
or a one bedroom apartment, work as a plumber or a pastor, your home, job, and relationships are sacred
because your life is sacred. You have been set apart, called by God to do a good work to the glory of God as a
display of His glory to others.

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
— 1 Corinthians 10:31

Missional living is simply living life with Gospel intentionality. It is modeling the Kingdom of God through our
obedience to His word. It is living the way of Jesus in front of the audience God has given us. It is loving, serving,
and caring for those that God has “determined” to be around us in hopes that they will see Jesus in us, and be
drawn to Him. It is doing life in such a way that is incarnate of the Gospel. Living on mission means that we
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understand that God has uniquely designed us and placed us for the purpose of being ministers of reconciliation.
It isn't just about being good people who go to church, but rather it is seeing all of life as meaningful and
significant.

“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,”
— 2 Corinthians 5:18.

Living on mission means walking out of our front door with the intention of being “salt and light”in the places and
to the people God would bring us to that day. The majority of people in our city will never attend a Sunday
morning church service, but they will encounter hundreds and thousands of Christ-followers in their daily
activities. Our goal is that when those encounters take place that people would see Jesus in us and through us;
and that the truth of the Gospel would become a little more real to them in those moments.

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.” — Matthew 5:16

Witnessing and missional living are two ways we proclaim the Gospel. These are not religious accomplishments
that we check off of our “to do” list, but rather should be the natural overflow of a life that has been transformed
by the calling of the Father, the sacrifice of the Son, and the power of the Spirit. God saves one from among the
many so that He can save many through that one. This is a vital piece of what it means to be a follower of Christ.
To not live with this kind of intentionality is to disobey the One we claim to follow. We were designed and wired to

be God's image-bearers, to be “living epistles”, “ministers of reconciliation”, “salt and light.” Through us, God is
redeeming creation and saving His people. What an amazing thing we get to participate in!

Live life to the Father, through the Son, by the Spirit!

This is a huge responsibility God has extended to us, and it can be a bit overwhelming if we attempt to take on
that opportunity single handedly. Fortunately, the Triune God does not wish that “man should be alone” in this
pursuit, and He has given us the Gospel community known as His church.

The Church: Gospel Community

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves
on the earth.” — Genesis 1:28

Genesis 1 & 2 tell us the story of the Triune God speaking creation into existence and placing man in the midst of a
garden to steward creation as an act of worship. Of course Adam and Eve rebel against God's purpose and pursue
their own glory. Rather than producing generations and culture that speak of the goodness of God we see that
everything that comes after Adam only serves to magnify and multiply the effects of sin.

“Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it
was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.” — Genesis 6:11-12

This is what we see happening from Genesis 3 through Revelation 20. In the first two chapters (Gen. 1 & 2) of

Scripture we see things as God intended them to be. In the last two chapters (Rev. 21 & 22) we see God renovating
the heavens and the earth and returning to this “new” earth to once again live among His creation and His people.
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There is no more sin or selfishness. Humanity once again lives life centered on God as a means of glorifying Him
and reflecting His glory to one another. Revelation 21 & 22 are a picture of the completed task of being fruitful,
multiplying, filling, and subduing the earth. It is a picture of making disciples of all nations and teaching them to
obey all that Jesus has commanded. It is a picture of the world as God intended it to be. God's story begins in a
garden with two people living for His glory, and it ends in a garden-city with people from every tribe, tongue, and
nation living for His glory.

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” — Revelation 21:1-4

In between Genesis 1 & 2 and Revelation 21 & 22 is the story of God pursuing sinful, rebellious man in love, mercy
and grace, calling us back to the purpose of His glory. God is continually calling a people, not just individuals, to
live in a way that loves Him with all of their heart, soul, mind, and strength, and loves their neighbors as
themselves. This is why all throughout the Bible community is a major theme. Beginning with His first creation,
continuing with Israel and on through the New Testament Church, God always calls a people, not just individuals,
to Himself.

“I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that | am the LORD your God, who has
brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” — Exodus 6:7

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.” — 1 Peter 2:10

God is looking for a community who will be a beacon of light in the midst of the darkness. Jesus entered into
human history, called 12 men into community with Himself, and modeled life as God intended it to be lived. He
then died in our place, rose again, sent His Spirit and this tiny community of 12 became a community of over
3,000 in one day. Ever since that day God's Gospel Community has been on mission to be a people whose love for
God, one another, and the world around them provides a picture of what God intended life to be and of what it
will be again when He returns. The church is meant to be this kind of manifestation of God’s Kingdom on the
earth, a foreshadow of what is to come. Like the picture on the front of a puzzle box, when the world looks at the
church they should have a better idea of what life is supposed to look like.

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to their number day by day those who were being saved.” — Acts 2:42-47

The Fellowship of Believers

This is God's heart and design for what the church is meant to be: a community of Christ-followers living life in
fellowship with one another. A community formed by the Gospel and for the Gospel. Fellowship is not just an
event where Christians get together to have coffee and play games. The word fellowship in Scripture (Koinonia)
literally means ‘the sharing of life." It is living life with Gospel intentionality. What we see in Acts 2 is a picture of
how God intended things to be and how they will one day be again. But why is this God's design and God's desire
for us?
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1. We are designed for community

“Then the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.”
— Genesis 2:18

Being image bearers of God means that it is not good for us to be alone. Just as God, in His Triune nature, is in
community, so we have been formed for community also. There is no way for us to properly fulfill our purpose of
glorifying God, and being a reflection of His glory, as isolated individuals. This is why God gave Eve to Adam, and it
is why all through Scripture He is calling a people, not just a person, to come out from among the nations and live
life differently. It takes a life in community to accomplish God’s purpose in the earth.

2. Community helps us experience God’s grace

“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” — Galatians 6:2

As we pursue community we are intimately involved in one another’s lives. Within that intimacy comes the ability
to shoulder one another’s burdens, and rejoice in one another’s joy. It is when we can honestly say, “My joy is
bound up in your wellbeing,” that we become the community that reflects the character of God. It is this heart that
enabled the first church to willingly give up their possessions to ensure that no one lacked anything.

3. Community brings growth and maturity

God never intended us to walk this journey alone. He has blessed us with a spiritual family that will lovingly walk
with us as we pursue Jesus. As such, there will always be someone more mature in their walk with Christ. As we
share our lives with others and open up who we are for others to see, then those areas of our lives where Jesus
isn't in the position of glory become more and more evident. We need others to point that out to us and to
lovingly help us grow and mature in those areas. Discipleship is not about walking under the authority of a person,
it is about walking under the authority of Jesus Christ in that person. It isn't a list of do's and don'ts, it is allowing
God to use others to uproot the idolatry in your heart and transform you by the renewing of your mind.

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe
to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” — Ecclesiastes 4:9

4. Community displays the power of the Gospel

“he glory that you have given me | have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, | in them and you in me,
that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.
“— John 17:22-23

“To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,
so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places.” — Ephesians 3:8-10

As the world sees a diverse community of people who have only one thing in common, Jesus Christ, loving one
another, serving one another, forgiving one another, and meeting one another’s needs, the Gospel begins to
make sense to them. We can preach on a street corner, share our faith with a co-worker, or give a sermon before
an audience, but the most effective method of evangelism is the people of God living life to the glory of God and
to the welfare of others as a picture of who Jesus is and what His Kingdom is all about. It is our ability, fueled by

47



the life of Christ in us, to love those most unlike us, and to walk in unity one another that proclaims to the world
that there is an identity and a treasure that supersedes anything this world has to offer, and His name is Jesus.

Where Do We Go From Here?

At Mosaic Church, our understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ is to live a life that is Gospel-
centered, relationally intentional and missionally minded. If your life is lacking in any one of those three areas then it
might be a good idea to ask yourself who you are really following. It is our desire to be a church where the glory of
God is seen, His Kingdom is made known, and His loving-grace is experienced not just in our lives, but through our
lives as a people who are called by His name.

Some points to ponder:

Are you participating in community or just consuming spiritual goods? What we want you to do from here is pray
about if this is where God is calling you to be. Ask Him if this is the people He has placed you with to live the
Gospel and fulfill His purposes. If the answer is yes, then we want you to jump in with both feet.

Here's how: Get in a community group. Get involved in a ministry area and connect with the people in that area.
Get involved in one of our mission events and connect with the people in that area.
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Class Notes

Thy Kingdom Come

God's desire isn't just that we would get to go to Heaven someday, but that Heaven would come to
(1) today.

Messengers of Reconciliation

To be an Ambassador for Christ means we:

(2)

Living on Mission

According to Acts 17 your mission field is where?
3)

The Church: Gospel Community

The church is meant to be the (4) of God's Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.

Some of the benefits of Gospel community are:
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1.
2.
3.

4.

2.

3.

4,

Session 1: Original Design

. story

. king

love

unity

. Trinity

God is 1 God in 3 persons.

. glory

Session 2: God'’s Provision
sacrifice
Jesus Christ
cover

cleanse

. repent

Session 3: New Covenant Living
. covenant
. behavior

. motivation

Answer Key

8. put Him above all else in your life
9. love

10. choice

11. heart

12. replace

13. worship

7. gift
8. something you cannot earn, but only receive

9. glory

. change the way you think, turn from sin back to God.

4. wedding ring
5. circumcision, resurrection, deliverance

6. person

Session 4: The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts

. indwelling
. filled
. faith

. be witnesses for Jesus, edify other believers

5. love
6. Jesus

7.Jesus

Session 6: Evangelism and Gospel Community

. earth

represent Jesus to those around us

wherever God has us at any given time

manifestation
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