


Wendell Berry 
The Art of the Commonplace

“I take literally the statement in the Gospel of 
John that God loves the world. I believe that the 
world was created and approved by love, that it 

subsists, coheres, and endures by love, and 
that, insofar as it is redeemable, it can be 

redeemed only by love. I believe that divine 
love, incarnate and indwelling in the world, 

summons the world always toward wholeness, 
which ultimately is reconciliation and 

atonement with God.”



1 John 1 : 1-7

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have observed and 
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life
—that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we testify 
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 

and was revealed to us— what we have seen and heard 
we also declare to you, so that you may also have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing 

these things so that our joy may be complete. …



1 John 1 : 1-7

This is the message we have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely 
no darkness in him. If we say, “We have fellowship 

with him,” and yet we walk in darkness, we are lying 
and are not practicing the truth. If we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin.



Fellowship
“Koinonia” 

A shared participation in relationship



Fellowship means 
we’re stuck with each 
other, and we’re not 

sad about it
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See Fellowship Within God



Matthew 28 : 19

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



J.I. Packer

“the historic doctrine of the Trinity confronts us 
with perhaps the most difficult thought the 

human mind has ever been asked to handle.”





Perichoresis



See Fellowship Within God

Have Fellowship With God



John 6 : 56-57

“Just as the living Father sent me and I live 
because of the Father, so the one who feeds on 

me will live because of me. This is the bread 
that came down from heaven; it is not like the 
manna your ancestors ate—and they died. The 

one who eats this bread will live forever.”



John 6 : 61-65

“Does this offend you? Then what if you were to observe 
the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? The 
Spirit is the one who gives life. The flesh doesn’t help at 

all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 
life. But there are some among you who don’t 

believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning those who 
did not believe and the one who would betray him.) He 
said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me 

unless it is granted to him by the Father.



1. The best is 
ALWAYS yet to come
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2. We are never alone
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Fellowship with 
others is a 

spiritual practice



Fellowship with 
one another makes 
our joy complete



1 John 1 : 7

If we walk in the light as he himself is 
in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanses us from all sin.



Fellowship 
is a very 

BIG DEAL



We can only become 
who God made us to 
be when we are no 

longer alone


