


1 John 4 : 1-10

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of 
which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already 

in the world. 4 You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he 
who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they 

speak as from the world, and the world listens to them.  …



1 John 4 : 1-10

6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who 
is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 

spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7 Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God 

was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten 
Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In 

this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.



What can be 
done about 
religious 

exclusivity?



Outlaw Religion



Alister McGrath 
The Twilight of Atheism: The Rise and 
Fall of Disbelief in the Modern World

“The 20th century gave rise to one of the greatest 
and most distressing paradoxes of human history: 
that the greatest intolerance and violence of that 
century were practiced by those who believed 
that religion caused intolerance and violence.”



1 John 4 : 1

…do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world.



Outlaw Religion

Relativize Religion



“Each religion only 
sees part of the 

truth, but none can 
see the whole truth.”



Lesslie Newbigin 
The Gospel in a Pluralist Society

“There is an appearance of humility in the 
protestation that the truth is much greater than any 
one of us can grasp, but if this is used to invalidate 
all claims to discern the truth it is in fact an arrogant 

claim to a kind of knowledge which is superior to [all 
others]…We have to ask, “What is the vantage 

ground from which you claim to be able to relativize 
all the absolute claims these scriptures make?”



Outlaw Religion

Relativize Religion

Privatize Religion



“It’s fine to have your 
own religious beliefs, but 

don’t bring them into 
the public sphere and 
argue for them there.”



Outlawing religion is exclusive:  
“No religion is right. All are wrong.” 

Relativizing religion is exclusive: “Any religion is 
wrong that says it’s right.” 

Privatizing religion is exclusive: “Our view that no 
religion should be brought in is right. Views that 

say religion should be brought in are wrong.”



Outlaw Religion

Relativize Religion

Privatize Religion

Embrace the depth of 
Jesus’ unique solution



a. The Unique Origin of 
His Solution: Divine



By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not 

confess Jesus is not from God

1 John 4 : 2-3



a. The Unique Origin of 
His Solution: Divine

b. The Unique Purpose 
of it: Redemption



John says that 
Jesus came 
“in the flesh”



Vinoth Ramachandra

“Christian salvation lies not in an escape from this 
world but in a transformation of this world. You will 
not find hope for this physical world in any other 

religious system or philosophy. The biblical vision is 
unique, and that is why if someone says, “Surely there 
is salvation in other faiths.” I always ask them, “What 

salvation are you talking about?” No faith holds out a 
promise of eternal salvation for the world like the 

cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ do.”



Jesus’ unique origin? 
Divine 

Jesus’ unique purpose? 
Redemption



a. The Unique Origin of 
His Solution: Divine

b. The Unique Purpose 
of it: Redemption

c. Jesus’ Unique Method 
of Salvation



…this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

1 John 4 : 10



“every spirit which does not confess 
Jesus is not from God.”

1 John 4 : 3


