


1 John 4 : 11-21, 5 : 1-5

11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has 
given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If 
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives 
in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the 

love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them.  …



1 John 4 : 11-21, 5 : 1-5

17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will 
have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are 

like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one 

who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he 
first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 

brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister. …



1 John 4 : 11-21, 5 : 1-5

 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 

2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by 
loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love 

for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. 

This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God.



1 John 4 : 11

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 



1 John 4 : 12

No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is 

made complete in us.



Watching Our Words

7 things I Think Love Looks Like:



(per Statista)

In 2020, the world produced: 

306 billion emails… 
4.5 trillion text messages… 

500 million tweets… 
525 million hours of You Tube watched… 

…per day



Watching Our Words

Telling the right story

7 things I Think Love Looks Like:



Watching Our Words

Telling the right story

Letting Go of that Grudge

7 things I Think Love Looks Like:



1 John 4 : 20

Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar.
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1 John 4 : 16-17

Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in them. 17 This is how love 

is made complete among us…”
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“When you make a promise you have created a small 
sanctuary of trust within the jungle of unpredictability. 

When I married my wife, I had hardly a smidgen of 
sense for what I was getting into with her. How could I 

know how much she would change over 25 years? How 
could I know how much I would change? My wife has 

lived with at least five different men since we were wed—
and each of the five has been me. …

Lewis Smedes



The connecting link with my old self has always been 
the memory of the name I took on back there: “I am 

he who will be there with you.” When we slough 
off that name, lose that identity, we can hardly find 
ourselves again. And the bonds that connect us to 

others will be frayed to breaking.

Lewis Smedes



Lewis Smedes

When we make and keep promises we are most 
of all like the God whose name is “I am he who 

will be there with you.” Among all the dimensions 
of the mature person in Christ, none comes 
closer to the character of our Lord than the 

daring to make a promise and the courage to 
keep the promises we make.”
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1 John 5 : 5

Who is it that overcomes the world? 
Only the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God.
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“In periods of distrust, you get surges of populism; 
populism is the ideology of those who feel betrayed. 

Contempt for “insiders” rises, as does suspicion toward 
anybody who holds authority. People are drawn to 

leaders who use the language of menace and threat, 
who tell group-versus-group power narratives.  …



You also get a lot more political extremism. People 
seek closed, rigid ideological systems that give them 

a sense of security…When people feel naked and 
alone, they revert to tribe. Their radius of trust 

shrinks, and they only trust their own kind.”

David Brooks 
America is Having a Moral Convulsion 

Atlantic Magazine, October 2020
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