


13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 

Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 

replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 

Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.  …

Matthew 16 : 13 - 21



19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell 

anyone that he was the Messiah. 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and 

on the third day be raised to life.

Matthew 16 : 13 - 21



What does it 
mean to follow 
Jesus, here in 
Matthew 16? 



To follow Jesus 
means to be able 
to overcome the 
powers of death



Answer a New Question



Answer a New Question

Receive a New Self



Answer a New Question

Receive a New Self

Experience a New Power



Answer a New Question



When Jesus came to the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16 : 13



They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 

others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.”

Matthew 16 : 14



“To what extent are you influenced by Christianity?” 

“As a child I received instruction in both the Bible and 
the Talmud; I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the 

luminous figure of the Nazarene.” 

“So does that mean you accept the historical 
existence of Jesus?” 

“Unquestionably. No one can read the Gospels 
without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His 

personality pulsates in every word; no myth was filled 
with such life. Legendary heroes of antiquity lack that 

authentic vitality that we see in Jesus Christ.”

Albert Einstein 
Saturday Evening Post, October 26, 1929



“But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Matthew 16 : 15



Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Matthew 16 : 16



Answer a New Question

Receive a New Self



Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you 
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 

heaven. And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.

Matthew 16 : 17 - 18



a. We can be less “Right”, 
more humble



“When we are stuck in our convictions and 
personas, we enter into the disease of having good 
ideas and being right. My Jesuit friend Tom used to 
say that he never noticed what he was feeling [in an 

argument], only that he was right…the bigger we 
pump ourselves up, the easier we are to prick with 
a pin. And the bigger we get, the harder it is to see 

the earth under our feet. 

We all know the horror of having been Right with a 
capital R, feeling the surge of a cause, whether in 

politics or custody disputes. This rightness is so hot 
and steamy and exciting, until the inevitable rug 

gets pulled out from under us.”

Anne Lamott 
Almost Everything: Notes on Hope



b. We can Have less Fear, 
More Courage





“When I crossed home plate, George 
Shuba was waiting for me. ‘That’s the 

way to hit that ball, Jackie,’ Shuba said. 
‘That’s the old ballgame right there.’ He 

shook my hand.”

Jackie Robinson 
Jackie Robinson: My Own Story



“And I said: ‘What for? Are you on our 
team? Are you on our side? OK then.’”

George Shuba



Answer a New Question

Receive a New Self

Experience a New Power



And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it.

Matthew 16 : 18



Is it:

a. A Personal Rock



Is it:

a. A Personal Rock
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Is it:

a. A Personal Rock

b. A Spiritual Rock

c. A Literal/
Metaphorical Rock







From that time on Jesus began to explain 
to his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life.

Matthew 16 : 21


