


1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were 

staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 

one heard their own language being spoken. …

Acts 2 : 1 - 13, 42 - 47



7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans 

and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God 
in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, 
however, made fun of them and said, “They have had 

too much wine.” …

Acts 2 : 1 - 13, 42 - 47



42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 

who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.

Acts 2 : 1 - 13, 42 - 47



What does 
Pentecost mean?



Pentecost means 
we follow Jesus 
into His church



A new people



A new people

A new possibility



A new people

A new possibility

A new presence



A new people



…God-fearing Jews from 
every nation under heaven.

Acts 2 : 5



…each one heard their own 
language being spoken.

Acts 2 : 6



…we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!

Acts 2 : 11



a. There is no one 
right culture



All cultures, this shows, are equally 
loved by God, equally honored by 

God, and equally in need of 
salvation and redemption





“Africans sensed in their hearts that Jesus did 
not mock their respect for the sacred or their 
clamor for an invincible Savior, so they beat 

their sacred drums for him until the stars 
skipped and danced in the skies. After that 

dance the stars weren’t little anymore. 
Christianity helped Africans to become 

renewed Africans, not remade Europeans.”

Lamin Sanneh 
Whose Religion Is Christianity? 



a. There is no one 
right culture

b. God is intentionally 
cultivating diversity in His 
church



a. There is no one 
right culture

b. God is intentionally 
cultivating diversity in His 
church

c. The honoring of the  
Holy Spirit is what makes 
multiethnic church possible



A new people

A new possibility



When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place.… They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in 

Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd 
came together in bewilderment, because each one 

heard their own language being spoken. …

Acts 2 : 1, 2 - 6



The possibility 
of unity in the 

church



The porcupine’s Latin name 
(erethizon dorsatum) means 

“irritable back”



How do you get close 
without getting hurt?



Attack

“nakah”



Withdraw

“Hafrada”



“[Those] who are not secure in Christ cast 
about for spiritual life preservers with which to 

support their confidence, and in their frantic 
search they not only cling to the shreds of 

ability and righteousness they find in 
themselves, but they fix upon their race, their 

membership in a party, their familiar social and 
ecclesiastical patterns, and their culture as 

means of self-recommendation.” … 

Richard F. Lovelace 
Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An 

Evangelical Theology of Renewal



“The culture is put on as though it were armor 
against self-doubt, but it becomes a mental 

straitjacket which cleaves to the flesh and can 
never be removed except through comprehensive 
faith in the saving work of Christ....Christians who 

are no longer sure that God loves and accepts 
them in Jesus, apart from their present spiritual 

achievements, are subconsciously radically 
insecure persons . . .Their insecurity shows itself in 

pride, a fierce defensive assertion of their own 
righteousness and defensive criticism of others.” …

Richard F. Lovelace 
Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An 

Evangelical Theology of Renewal



 "They come naturally to hate other 
cultural styles and other races in order 

to bolster their own security and 
discharge their suppressed anger.”  

Richard F. Lovelace 
Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An 

Evangelical Theology of Renewal



Pentecost is a radical 
reversal of the reality 

of disunity and a 
bright beacon of the 
possibility of unity



A new people

A new possibility

A new presence



Some, however, made fun of them and 
said, “They have had too much wine.”

Acts 2 : 13



All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had 

need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts…

Acts 2 : 44 - 46


