


11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 
because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men 
came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But 
when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 

who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews 
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not 
acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas 

in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force 

Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”…

Galatians 2 : 11 - 21



15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 
16 know that a person is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, 
have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of 
the law, because by the works of the law no one 

will be justified. 17 “But if, in seeking to be justified 
in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the 
sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes 

sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, 
then I really would be a lawbreaker.” …

Galatians 2 : 11 - 21



19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I 
might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with 
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if 
righteousness could be gained through the law, 

Christ died for nothing!”

Galatians 2 : 11 - 21





Let’s follow Jesus Christ into 
the Heart of the Gospel



Walk the Line
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Walk the Line





The truth of the 
Gospel is that you 

are saved by faith in 
Christ, plus nothing



When Cephas came to Antioch, I  
opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. For before certain men came 

from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. 
But when they arrived, he began to draw back 

and separate himself from the Gentiles 
because he was afraid of those who  
belonged to the circumcision group.

Galatians 2 : 11 - 12



Peter said, “God has shown me that I should 
not call any man impure or unclean. . . . I now 
realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism but accepts men from every nation 

who fear him and do what is right”

Acts 10: 28, 34



not acting in line with the 
truth of the Gospel

Galatians 2: 14



The phrase “acting in line” 
here is the word 

“orthopodeo” in the Greek. 
  

It means, literally, “walking 
straightly”





“…the truth of the gospel… is also the principal 
article of all Christian doctrine, wherein the 

knowledge of all godliness consists. Most 
necessary it is, therefore, that we should know 
this article well, teach it unto others, and beat 

it into their heads continually.” 

Martin Luther 
Commentary on Galatians





What was “the 
line” that Peter 

had failed to 
walk out?



We are all 
equally fallen 

people in need 
of God’s grace



And because we are 
all equally fallen, 
once we become 

equally accepted by 
Christ, there are no 

inferior peoples



“Peter’s line” shows us:

a) What racism really is





Racism is 
therefore not  

just a sin, but in 
specific, it is a 
denial of grace
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b) How deep racism really goes
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“Peter’s line” shows us:

a) What racism really is

b) How deep racism really goes

c) How important multiethnic 
church really is

d) Gospel-centered conversations 
about race and ethnicity really are 
Biblical and necessary



Walk the Line

Become the Strong



The context of both situations, in Rome 
and in Corinth, was a controversy 

between two groups that Paul calls 
“the strong” and “the weak.” 





 In Corinth, the Weak were Gentile 
believers—former pagans with 

sensitive consciences about idols



 In Corinth, the Weak were Gentile 
believers—former pagans with 

sensitive consciences about idols

The Strong were the Jewish 
Christians who thought of the 
Greek gods as “nonentities”



In Rome, ethnically speaking, it 
would have been reversed: the Weak 
would have been Jewish Christians 

and the Strong would have been 
Gentile believers, who knew that in 

Christ the old Jewish ceremonial 
laws were obsolete



 One group’s cultural background made 
that group blinder to one aspect of the 
gospel, while in another situation that 
same cultural background made that 

same group wiser about the 
implications of the gospel



So what 
did Paul do 

about it?



Paul called both the Strong and 
the Weak to “accept one another 

just as Christ accepted you”

Romans 15 : 7





Walk the Line

Become the Strong

Find Yourself



“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful 
Gentiles know that a person is not justified by 

the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 
So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that 
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the law, because by the works of 

the law no one will be justified. “But if, in seeking 
to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves 
also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that 

Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!

Galatians 2 : 11 - 21





Peter, an apostle of Jesus  
Christ, To those who reside 

as strangers, scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia…

1 Peter 1 : 1




