


13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully 
sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought  

to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 
coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform  

to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, 

so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, 
because I am holy.” 17 Since you call on a Father who 
judges each person’s work impartially, live out your 

time as foreigners here in reverent fear. …

1 Peter 1 : 13 - 25



18 For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed 
down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish 
or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation 

of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in 
God, who raised him from the dead and glorified 

him, and so your faith and hope are in God. …

1 Peter 1 : 13 - 25



22 Now that you have purified yourselves by 
obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 

each other, love one another deeply, from the 
heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the 
living and enduring word of God. 24 For, 

“All people are like grass, 
    and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 

the grass withers and the flowers fall, 
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 

And this is the word that was preached to you.

1 Peter 1 : 13 - 25



How can we handle life better 
when life is hard to handle?



But just as he who called you is holy, 
so be holy in all you do; for it is 

written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

1 Peter 1 : 15 - 16
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You may have:
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2) A religious culture reaction
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4) Cultural reaction



Today, let’s 
follow Jesus 
into holiness



What is 
holiness?
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But just as he who called you is holy, 
so be holy in all you do; for it is 

written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

1 Peter 1 : 15 - 16



The title of Leviticus in the 
Hebrew literally means: 

“And he called”



Holiness is only secondarily 
about morality, holiness is 
primarily about purpose



To be holy is be set aside to 
for an uncommon purpose  

and to tell a redemptive 
story; in other words,  

to be holy is to be set apart 
for the purposes of God







Telling a Better Story 

Holding a Divine Tension



“Is all of this just vain?  
Some irrational human wish to ascribe 

meaning when no meaning is really 
there to offer?”

David Rieff 
Swimming in a Sea of Death



I kneel and I kiss the granite slab. Then 
I get back up on my feet again, and I 
go and I’m confused and I hurry and I 

retrace my steps and it’s not that I 
have nothing intelligent to say, I’m just 

incapable of thought.”

David Rieff 
Swimming in a Sea of Death



“We live in the culture of the Big Me. The 
meritocracy wants you to promote yourself. 

Social media wants you to broadcast a highlight 
reel of your life. Your parents and teachers were 

always telling you how wonderful you were. 

But all the people I’ve ever deeply admired are 
profoundly honest about their own weaknesses. 
They have identified their core sin, whether it is 

selfishness, the desperate need for approval, 
cowardice, hardheartedness or whatever.” …

David Brooks 
“The Moral Bucket List,” The New 

York Times, April 11, 2015



“They have traced how that core sin 
leads to the behavior that makes them 

feel ashamed. They have achieved a 
profound humility, which has best been 

defined as an intense self-awareness 
from a position of other-centeredness.”

David Brooks 
“The Moral Bucket List,” The New 

York Times, April 11, 2015



Telling a Better Story 

Embracing a Better Reason 

Holding a Divine Tension



For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or 
gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down 
to you from your ancestors, but with 

the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect.

1 Peter 1 : 18 - 19


