
Abide
The Power and Beauty 

 of God’s Word



5 “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you. 6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave 

me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and 
they have obeyed your word.  … 9 I pray for them. I am not 

praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they 
are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory 

has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the 
name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.  …
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J O H N  17: 5 - 6 ,  9 - 1 5 ,  20 -23

12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe 
by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 

doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in 

the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has 

hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of 
the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 

but that you protect them from the evil one.  …



20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 

be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be 

one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may 
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you 

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

J O H N  17: 5 - 6 ,  9 - 1 5 ,  20 -23



“In June a statistic floated across my desk that startled me. In 
2020, the number of miles Americans drove fell 13 percent 
because of the pandemic, but the number of traffic deaths 

rose 7 percent.  

I couldn’t figure it out. Why would Americans be driving so 
much more recklessly during the pandemic? But then in the 
first half of 2021, according to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, motor vehicle deaths were up 18.4 

percent even over 2020.  

Why are so many Americans driving irresponsibly? …

America Is Falling Apart at the Seams  
David Brooks – Jan 14, 2022



Not only is reckless driving on the rise…but the number of 
altercations on airplanes has exploded, the murder rate is surging in 
cities, drug overdoses are increasing, Americans are drinking more, 
nurses say patients are getting more abusive, and so on and so on. 

Teachers are facing a rising tide of disruptive behavior. The Wall 
Street Journal reported in December: “Schools have seen an 

increase in both minor incidents, like students talking in class, and 
more serious issues, such as fights and gun possession. In Dallas, 

disruptive classroom incidents have tripled this year compared with 
prepandemic levels, school officials said.” …

America Is Falling Apart at the Seams  
David Brooks – Jan 14, 2022



This month, the Institute for Family Studies published an essay called  
“The Drug Epidemic Just Keeps Getting Worse.” The essay noted that 

drug deaths had risen almost continuously for more than 20 years,  
but “overdoses shot up especially during the pandemic.”  

In October, CNN ran a story titled, “Hate Crime Reports in U.S. Surge  
to the Highest Level in 12 Years, F.B.I. Says.”  

As Americans’ hostility toward one another seems to be growing, their 
care for one another seems to be falling. A study from Indiana University’s 
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy found that the share of Americans who 

give to charity is steadily declining. In 2000, 66.2 percent of households 
made a charitable donation. But by 2018 only 49.6 percent did.  …

America Is Falling Apart at the Seams  
David Brooks – Jan 14, 2022



This is not even to mention the parts of the deteriorating climate 
that are hard to quantify — the rise in polarization, hatred, anger 

and fear.    

What [in the world] is going on? The short answer: I don’t know. I 
also don’t know what’s causing the high rates of depression, 

suicide and loneliness…  

We can round up the usual suspects: social media, rotten politics… 

Some of our poisons must be sociological…And some of the 
poisons must be cultural. …

America Is Falling Apart at the Seams  
David Brooks – Jan 14, 2022



But there must also be some spiritual or moral problem at the 
core of this. Over the past several years, and over a wide range 

of different behaviors, Americans have been acting in fewer pro-
social and relational ways and in more antisocial and self-

destructive ways. But why? 

As a columnist, I’m supposed to have some answers. But I just 
don’t right now. I just know the situation is dire.”

America Is Falling Apart at the Seams  
David Brooks – Jan 14, 2022



J O H N  17: 1 5

My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect 

them from the evil one.



A Name (that overcomes division) 



A Name (that overcomes division) 

A Glory (that overcomes humiliation)



A Name (that overcomes division) 

A Glory (that overcomes humiliation)

A Mission (that overcomes isolation)



A Name (that overcomes division) 



J O H N  17: 20 -21

…I pray also for those who will believe 
in me through their message, that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as 

you are in me and I am in you. 



“The Quest stands upon the edge of a 
knife. Stray but a little, and it will fail, to 
the ruin of all. Yet hope remains while 

the Company is true.”

The Fellowship of the Ring 
JRR Tolkien



J O H N  17: 1 1 - 12

Holy Father, protect them by the power 
of your name, the name you gave me, so that 
they may be one as we are one. While I was 
with them, I protected them and kept them 

safe by that name you gave me.



A Name (that overcomes division) 

A Glory (that overcomes humiliation)



J O H N  17: 5

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, 
that your Son may glorify you.



“the hour"



“the hour"
a technical term that means the 

time of Jesus’ death



Jesus Christ is 
redefining glory



“Theology of glory”

Martin Luther



“Theology of the cross”

Martin Luther



J O H N  17: 2 2

I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, 



J O H N  17: 1 4

I have given them your word and 
the world has hated them,



A Name (that overcomes division) 

A Glory (that overcomes humiliation)

A Mission (that overcomes isolation)



J O H N  17: 23

Then the world will know that you 
sent me and have loved them even 

as you have loved me.



ACTS  2 : 42

They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.



ACTS  2 : 47

And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.




