


H o s e a  1 : 2 - 3 ,  3 : 1 - 5

1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of  
Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz  

and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign  
of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel:  

2 When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, 
the Lord said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous  
woman and have children with her, for like an 

adulterous wife this land is guilty of  
unfaithfulness to the Lord.” 3 So he married 

Gomer daughter of Diblaim…



1 The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your 
wife again, though she is loved by another man 

and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the 
Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love 

the sacred raisin cakes.” 2 So I bought her for 
fifteen shekels[a] of silver and about a homer and 
a lethek[b] of barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to 

live with me many days; you must not be a 
prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will 

behave the same way toward you.” …
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4 For the Israelites will live many days 
without king or prince, without sacrifice or 
sacred stones, without ephod or household 
gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return 

and seek the Lord their God and David their 
king. They will come trembling to the Lord  

and to his blessings in the last days.
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H o s e a  1 : 2

“Go, marry a promiscuous woman and 
have children with her, for like an 

adulterous wife this land is guilty of 
unfaithfulness to the Lord.”



H o s e a  2 : 1 9 - 2 0

I will betroth you to me forever; 
    I will betroth you 

in righteousness and justice, 
    in love and compassion. 

I will betroth you in faithfulness,



Why would God say that being 
in a relationship with him is 

like being in a marriage?



a. Marriage is 
demanding



"I had a boss moment the other day," [she] said. 
"I was doing a press conference and they keep 
asking me what it was like to be married, and I 
said, 'Being married is not my achievement. My 
achievement is producing this film and having 
a producing deal with a major studio—that is 

my achievement.'"  
  

She added, "Everyone shut up after that.  
It was really nice."
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H o s e a  1 : 2

…for like an adulterous wife this land 
is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.



H o s e a  3 : 1

And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a 
woman who is loved by another man and 

is an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the 
children of Israel, though they turn to 
other gods and love cakes of raisins.”  



“the beloved of God, 
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“That is the way to spiritual death.”

Henri Nouwen 
Life of the Beloved



How do we hold 
onto our status 

as God’s chosen, 
beloved one?
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1. Keep “unmasking” the world about you

2. Keep looking for people and places where 
you are reminded of your deepest identity

3. Keep celebrating your chosenness constantly.



“The unfathomable mystery of God is that God is a 
lover who wants to be loved. The one who created 
us is waiting for our response to the love that gave 

us our being. God not only says, “You are my 
Beloved,” God also asks, “Do you love me?”  

  
That is the spiritual life: The chance to say  

“Yes” to [being the Beloved]”

Henri Nouwen 
Life of the Beloved
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H o s e a  3 : 2

 So I bought her for fifteen 
shekels of silver and a homer 

and a lethech of barley. 



H o s e a  3 : 3

Then I told her, “You are to live with me 
many days; you must not be a prostitute 
or be intimate with any man, and I will 

behave the same way toward you.”



This matters because it shows us that 
as much as we need God our King to 
rule us, and as much as we need God 

our Shepherd to guide us, we need the 
intimate love of God as our spouse to 

heal us.



H o s e a  2 : 1 4 - 1 5

Therefore I am now going to allure her; 
    I will lead her into the wilderness 

    and speak tenderly to her. 
There I will give her back her vineyards, 
    and will make the Valley of Achor a 

door of hope.




