


L u k e  2 : 1 - 1 1 ,  2 2 - 2 6 ,  3 6 - 3 8

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the 

first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were 

there, the time came for her to give birth. …



L u k e  2 : 1 - 1 1 ,  2 2 - 2 6 ,  3 6 - 3 8

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. And in 
the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great 

fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. …



L u k e  2 : 1 - 1 1 ,  2 2 - 2 6 ,  3 6 - 3 8

For unto you is born this day in the city of David  
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. “ 

And when the time came for their purification 
according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up  
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord… Now there 
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 

and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was  
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the  
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he  

had seen the Lord’s Christ. 



L u k e  2 : 1 - 1 1 ,  2 2 - 2 6 ,  3 6 - 3 8

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin, and then 
as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting 
and prayer night and day. And coming up at that 
very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.



“The values and norms of our society become so deeply 
ingrained in our minds that we find it difficult to imagine 
alternatives. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus presents the 

kingdom as a new order breaking in upon, and overturning, 
old ways, old values, old assumptions. If it does anything, 

the kingdom of God shatters the assumptions which 
govern our lives. As kingdom citizens we can’t assume that 
things are right just because “that’s the way they are.” The 
upside-down perspective focuses the points of difference 
between God’s kingdom and the kingdoms of the world.” 

Donald Kraybill 
The Upside Down Kingdom 



Tilting the Way of Power 

Tilting the Truth of Reality 

Tilting the Source of Life 



Tilting the Way of Power 

Tilting the Truth of Reality 

Tilting the Source of Life 



“Great empires are not 
maintained by timidity.”

Tacitus



L u k e  2 : 4 - 8 ,  2 5 ,  3 6 - 3 7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the 

first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria… 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child...And in the same region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night… 



L u k e  2 : 4 - 8 ,  2 5 ,  3 6 - 3 7

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him… And there was a prophetess, 
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 

and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 



This is tilting the 
way of power



“When God wants to sort out the world, as the 
Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount make 
clear, he doesn't send in the tanks. He sends in 
the meek, the broken, the justice hungry, the 
peacemakers, the pure-hearted and so on.” 

N.T. Wright 
The Challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering Who Jesus Was and Is



Tilting the Way of Power 

Tilting the Truth of Reality 

Tilting the Source of Life 



L u k e  2 : 9 - 1 1

And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 



C o l o s s i a n s  2 : 1 5  

He disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and put them to open shame, by 

triumphing over them in him.



L u k e  2 : 1 1

“For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.”



Where do we go 
to feel powerful 
when gripped by 

the fear of 
weakness? 



Tilting the Way of Power 

Tilting the Truth of Reality 

Tilting the Source of Life 



J o h n  1 4 : 6

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 



L u k e  1 : 2 8

“highly favored” 

Charitoo - Favored 
Charis - Grace 



“Joseph, son of David.” 



L u k e  2 : 1 0

I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.



L u k e  2 : 2 6

It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit…



L u k e  2 : 3 8

And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem.



M a t t h e w  5 : 3

Blessed are the poor in spirit.



E p h e s i a n s  2 : 8 - 9

For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast.



R o m a n s  5 : 6 - 8  

For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare 

even to die—but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.



Am I looking to something or someone other 
than Jesus to be my strength and identity? 

What fear is motivating that desire 
to reach for that strength and identity? 

If I really believe that Jesus loves me, and 
gave Himself for me, chose me, and calls me 

His own, what would I do differently? 

Then, ask the Holy Spirit to give you the faith to trust 
God’s strength will be made perfect in your weakness. 




