


L U K E  4 : 1 - 1 3

 1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty 

days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 
those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3 The 

devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this 
stone to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 5 The devil led him up 

to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. …



L U K E  4 : 1 - 1 3

6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority 
and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it 

to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be 
yours.” 8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the 

Lord your God and serve him only.’” 9 The devil led 
him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he 

said, “throw yourself down from here. …



L U K E  4 : 1 - 1 3

10 For it is written: “‘He will command his angels 
concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift 

you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.’” 

12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’” 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting,  
he left him until an opportune time.
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L U K E  4 : 1 - 2

 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where 

for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 



“A gulf has opened up in our culture between 
the visibility of evil and the intellectual 
resources available for coping with it.”

Andrew Delbanco  
The Death of Satan: How Americans Have Lost the Sense of Evil



“Nothing happened to me, Officer Starling. I 
happened. You can’t reduce me to a set of influences. 
You’ve given up good and evil for behaviorism, Officer 
Starling. You’ve got everybody in moral dignity pants- 
nothing is ever anybody’s fault. Look at me, Officer 

Starling. Can you stand to say I’m evil?”

Dr. Hannibal Lecter  
The Silence of the Lambs
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a. A Life of Only Bread



L U K E  4 : 3

The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to become bread.”



L U K E  4 : 4

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone.’”



D E U T E R O N O M Y  8 : 3

…But on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.



“And the cry that arises from behind all of this…is clearly: Is 
there anybody who loves me? Is there anybody who really 

cares? Is there anybody who wants to stay home for me? Is 
there anybody who wants to be with me when I am not in 

control, when I feel like crying? Is there anybody who can hold 
me and give me a sense of belonging?”  

  
…people are suffering from profound moral and spiritual 

handicaps without having any idea of where to look for healing.”

Henri Nouwen 
In the Name of Jesus



a. A Life of Only Bread

b. A Kingdom Without a Cross 



L U K E  4 : 5 - 7

The devil led him up to a high place and showed 
him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. And he said to him, “I will give you all 
their authority and splendor; it has been given 

to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you 
worship me, it will all be yours.” 



M A R K  8 : 2 9

“You are the Messiah” 



M A R K  8 : 3 1 - 3 2

He then began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law, and that he must be killed and after three 
days rise again. He spoke plainly about this…



M A R K  8 : 3 2 - 3 3

…and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
  

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he 

said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.”



“The characterization of Peter as Satan here is purposeful. 
In this scene, Peter is functioning as tempter and adversary. 
Jesus has defined his identity and his vocation as Messiah in 
a way that contradicts all expectations…Peter’s apparently 

reasonable objection is in fact nothing less than a suggestion 
that Jesus deny himself and his mission, thus capitulating to 
Satan. By…rejecting Peter’s position, Jesus affirms that he is 

to be a suffering Messiah.”

Richard Hays 
The Moral Vision of the New Testament 



[When we offer our answer] to the question, “Who 
do you say that I am?” we are not just making a 

theological affirmation about Jesus’ identity; we 
are choosing our own identity as well. 

Richard Hays 
The Moral Vision of the New Testament 



a. A Life of Only Bread

b. A Kingdom Without a Cross 

c. A Self Apart from Heaven 



L U K E  4 : 9

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. “If 

you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
yourself down from here. 



When we listen to the 
right voice, we will 

make the right choice.
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Though Satan should buffet 
Though trials should come 

Let this blest assurance control: 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul.

“It Is Well With My Soul”




