


L U K E  3 : 1 9 - 2 0

But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch 
because of his marriage to Herodias, his 

brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he 
had done, Herod added this to them all: He 

locked John up in prison.



L U K E  7 : 1 8 - 2 3

18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling 
two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you 

the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?” 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John 
the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who 
is to come, or should we expect someone else?’” 21 At 
that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, 

sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind. …



L U K E  7 : 1 8 - 2 3

22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and 
report to John what you have seen and heard: The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 

account of me.”
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Who Is Jesus?
He is the one who 

lovingly offends
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J O H N  7 : 1 8

John’s disciples told him about 
all these things. 



J O H N  7 : 1 8 - 1 9

Calling two of them, he sent them to 
the Lord to ask, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or should we expect 
someone else?”



Why is he asking this? 



Why is he asking this? 

John has an emotional offense that 
leads to an intellectual crisis: 

  
John has an emotional offense: “If 

you are who you say you are, why is 
my life going like this?”



“…or should we expect 
someone else?”
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J O H N  7 : 2 2

So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and 
report to John what you have seen and heard: 

The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those 
who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor.” 



J O H N  7 : 2 3

“Blessed is anyone who does not 
stumble on account of me.”



Skandalon 



Skandalon 
To Offend



“I discovered that so many of these scholars who had 
devoted their lives to New Testament scholarship disliked 
Jesus Christ. Some pitied him as a helpless failure, others 
sneered at him, and some showed outright contempt. I had 

never come across this in any other field of research. People 
who go into Elizabethean studies are not out to prove Queen 

Elizabeth was a fool. They don’t make snickering remarks 
about her or spend their entire careers trying to pick apart 

her historical reputation. …

Anne Rice 
Called Out of Darkness: A Spiritual Confession 



Yes, of course, a scholar might study a villain, but even 

then they usually argue for his or her place in history. 

But in general, scholars do not spend their lives in the 

company of a historical figure whom they openly 

despise, and yet these New Testament scholars 

detested and despised Jesus Christ.”

Anne Rice 
Called Out of Darkness: A Spiritual Confession 



1. John’s Modern Offense

2. Jesus’ Unique Response

3. Our Binary Choice



How Will We 
Respond?




