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32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out 
with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the 

place called the Skull, they crucified him there, 
along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. …



35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even 
sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 
One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked 

him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If 
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 

There was a written notice above him, which read: 
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. …
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42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43Jesus answered 

him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 44 It was now about noon, and 

darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. 
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. …
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46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he 

had said this, he breathed his last. 47 The 
centurion, seeing what had happened, praised 

God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 

L U K E  2 3 : 3 2 - 4 7



The Reversal of the Cross



Why did Jesus have to die?
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The people stood watching, and the rulers even 
sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and 

mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and 
said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.” There was a written notice above him, 
which read:  THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
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One of the criminals who hung there 
hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!”





God’s utterly uncompromising stance toward sin 
may strike us as extreme and unwarranted, perhaps 
even prudish. But this is simply further evidence of 
how jaded our fallen reason has become and how 

little we understand either holiness or sin. To 
appreciate God’s dilemma, and thus the reason 

Jesus had to die, we must in faith simply accept the 
truth as it is revealed in God’s Word. …

Across The Spectrum 
Gregory A. Boyd and Paul R. Eddy 



Sin is antithetical to God’s holy nature. It is 
impossible for God simply to excuse it. And yet 

God loves sinners and wants us to enjoy perfect 
fellowship with him throughout eternity. How can 

this be achieved? God’s answer is as profound and 
mysterious as it is graciously beautiful. God 

himself decided to suffer “the wages of sin” that 
his own holiness demands. …

Across The Spectrum 
Gregory A. Boyd and Paul R. Eddy 



God’s answer is as profound and mysterious as it is 
graciously beautiful. God himself decided to suffer 

“the wages of sin” that his own holiness demands. God 
the Son freely agreed with the Father to align himself 
with fallen humanity and to suffer God’s wrath against 
sin by dying on the cross. This view of the atonement 

is called the penal substitution view, for Christ 
accepted the punishment for sin in our place. 

Across The Spectrum 
Gregory A. Boyd and Paul R. Eddy 
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“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? We are 

punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve. But this man has 

done nothing wrong.”  
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Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” 
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Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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It was now about noon, and darkness came over 
the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the 
sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When 

he had said this, he breathed his last. The 
centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God 

and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 



 To praise, extol, magnify, celebrate

doxazō





The sun’s light failed for three whole hours in the 
middle of the day. Christ has been crucified. The 
hour of death has come. All of heaven cloaks its 

face. When the sun was to be its  strongest, 
darkness covers the entire land. God gives a sign 
that something miraculous has  happened. God 

tears the curtain in the temple in two. …

Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Luke 
Thabiti Anyabwile



The curtain once divided the most holy place—
where God was thought to dwell and only a high 
priest could enter—from the outer court where 

others could worship. Now in the crucifixion, in the 
tearing of his flesh, Christ has torn the curtain 

between God and man. Now all who worship God 
may go into his presence as priests. …

Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Luke 
Thabiti Anyabwile



Then Christ cries in a loud voice, “Father, into your 
hands I entrust my spirit” (v. 46). What a 

declaration of faith and act of trust! The Son of 
God models for us what should be our confession 
too. Come what may, into the hands of our loving 

Father we commit ourselves to God. So it was 
with Christ: in the hour of his death our Lord 

focuses his attention on his Father. …

Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Luke 
Thabiti Anyabwile



The Father who sent him into the world, prepared a 
body for him, ordained that he should suffer and die—

that same God is worthy of our commitment. No 
matter our circumstance and what befalls us, let us by 
God’s grace learn to declare, “Father, into your hands I 
entrust my spirit.” For those hands will never lose us. 

No one will ever slip through those omnipotent fingers. 
No one will ever pluck us from those hands. 

Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Luke 
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