


1 Kings 17:1-7

1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to 
Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before 
whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain 

these years, except by my word.” 2 And the word of 
the Lord came to him: 3 “Depart from here and turn 
eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, 

which is east of the Jordan. …



1 Kings 17:1-7

4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went 
and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and 

lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the 
Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat 

in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and 
he drank from the brook. 7 And after a while the 

brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.





What kind of 
person does 

God use?
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1. Strangers from Tishbe



Now Elijah the Tishbite, 
of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab…

1 Kings 17:1



How did 
monotheism 

make it?









“A stranger of 
strangers” in Gilead

“A stranger and 
sojourner” through Gilead





sideways walker
parepedimos







“O God, you have been our dwelling 
place through all generations.”

Psalm 90:1



God uses best those who 
know they are only 

passing through.



1. Strangers from Tishbe

2. Conspirators in Cherith





1 Kings 17:3-4

Depart from here and turn eastward and 
hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which 

is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from 
the brook, and I have commanded the 

ravens to feed you there.



The eye that mocks a father 
    and scorns to obey a mother 

will be picked out by the ravens of the valley 
    and eaten by the vultures.

Proverbs 30:17





Joseph Benson

“God could have sent angels to minister to 
him; but he chose winged messengers of 

another kind, to show that he can serve his 
own purposes as effectually by the meanest 

as by the mightiest creatures; …”



Joseph Benson

“and to give Elijah such a proof of his power 
and care in providing for him, as should 
effectually teach him to trust in God in 

those many and great difficulties to which 
he was to be exposed…”





No Cherith,
no Carmel.
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1 Kings 17:1

…There shall be neither dew nor rain 
these years, except by my word.





1 Kings 17:1

As the Lord, the God of Israel, 
lives, before whom I stand,…



Alexander McLaren 

“So that the consciousness that they were 
servants of the living God was the very secret 

of the power of these men. This expression, 
which thus started to their lips in moments of 

strain and trial, lets us see into the very 
inmost heart of their strength. …”



Alexander McLaren 

“The same grand thought is available to brace 
and ennoble our little lives, that will soon be 

forgotten but by a loving heart or two, and 
yet may be as full of God and of God’s service 

as those of any of the great of old.  
We too may use this secret of power, ‘The Lord 

liveth, before whom I stand.’”





God uses strangers, those who 
know they are passing through.



God uses strangers, those who 
know they are passing through.

God uses divine conspirators, those  
who say yes to his training and process.



God uses strangers, those who 
know they are passing through.

God uses divine conspirators, those  
who say yes to his training and process.

God uses those who stand before him 
before they ever stand before the world.




