
39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that 
in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man 
was the Son of God!” 40 There were also women looking 
on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, 
and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him 

and ministered to him, and there were also many other 
women who came up with him to Jerusalem. …

MARK 15 : 39 - 47, 16 : 1 - 8



42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of 
Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph 
of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was 
also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage 

and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  
44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already 
died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether 

he was already dead. …

MARK 15 : 39 - 47, 16 : 1 - 8



45 And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, 
he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a 
linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the 

linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of 
the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the 

tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw 
where he was laid. 1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. …

MARK 15 : 39 - 47, 16 : 1 - 8



2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were 

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, 
they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was 

very large.  5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, 

and they were alarmed. …

MARK 15 : 39 - 47, 16 : 1 - 8



6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is 
not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell 

his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And 
they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.

MARK 15 : 39 - 47, 16 : 1 - 8





What do the life, 
death and the 

Resurrection of 
Jesus mean?



It changes outsiders 
into insiders



It changes insiders 
into outsiders



“Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself looking for 
the kingdom of God, took courage and went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.”

MARK 15 : 43



It creates the kind 
of world we all want



It shows us the biggest 
failures can become the 

greatest leaders



It challenges  
our minds



“See the place where they laid him”

MARK 16 : 6



It reframes  
our purpose



Eldin Villafane 
Beyond Cheap Grace

“The world looks at the church and 
wants to see in our lives the marks of 

the cross – not the search for comfort, 
prestige, power or fame.” 



It conquers fear



“Don’t be alarmed”

MARK 16 : 6



Joni Eareckson Tada 
Heaven, Your Real Home

“Sitting there, I was reminded that in heaven I will be 
free to jump up, dance, kick and do aerobics. And…

sometime before the guests are called to the banquet 
table at the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, the first thing I 

plan to do on resurrected legs is to drop on grateful, 
glorified knees. I will quietly kneel at the feet of Jesus.”



Joni Eareckson Tada 
Heaven, Your Real Home

“I, with shriveled, bent fingers, atrophied muscles, 
gnarled knees, and no feeling from the shoulders 

down, will one day have a new body, light, bright and 
clothed in righteousness—powerful and dazzling. Can 

you imagine the hope that the resurrection gives 
someone who is spinal-cord injured like me?” 



It mandates 
forgiveness 



“Go and tell his disciples, and Peter” 

MARK 16 : 7



It makes us  
ask a question



“Who will roll away the stone for us  
from the entrance of the tomb?” 

MARK 16 : 3



Frederich Buechner 
Beyond Words

“You never know what may cause tears. The sight of the 
Atlantic Ocean can do it, or a piece of music, or a face 

you’ve never seen before. A pair of somebody’s shoes can 
do it…a horse cantering across a meadow, the high-school 
basketball team running out onto the gym floor at the start 
of the game. You can never be sure. But of this you can be 

sure: Whenever you find tears in your eyes, especially 
unexpected tears, it is well to pay the closest attention.” …



Frederich Buechner 
Beyond Words

“They are not only telling you something about the 
secret of who you are, but more often than not God is 
speaking to you through them the mystery of where 

you have come from and is summoning you to where, 
if your soul is to be saved, you should go next.”



It means Happy 
Endings are the 

truest story



J.R.R. Tolkien 
Tree and Leaf

“The joy of the happy ending….is not essentially 
“escapist” or fugitive”…It does not deny the existence of 

dyscastrophe, of sorrow and failure: the possibility of 
these is necessary to the joy of deliverance. 

[The Happy Ending] denies universal, final defeat, and in 
soar is evangelium, giving a fleeting glimpse of Joy, Joy 

beyond the walls of the world, poignant as grief.” …



When the sudden “turn” comes we get a piercing 
glimpse of joy, and heart’s desire, that for a moment 

passes outside the frame, rends indeed the very web of 
story, and lets a gleam come through.”

J.R.R. Tolkien 
Tree and Leaf




