
5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a 
certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. 
His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before 

God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child, because 

Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced 
in years. 8 So it was, that while he was serving as priest 

before God in the order of his division, …

Luke 1 : 5 - 20



 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell 
to burn incense when he went into the temple of the 
Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people was 

praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side 
of the altar of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer 
is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you shall call his name John. …

Luke 1 : 5 - 20



14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. 
He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 

mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children 
of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before 
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” …

Luke 1 : 5 - 20



18 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? 
For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in 

years.”  19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I am 
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent 

to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 20 But 
behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the 
day these things take place, because you did not believe 

my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 

Luke 1 : 5 - 20





“And when Zacharias saw 
him, he was troubled, and 

fear fell upon him.” 

Luke 1 : 12



The Gift of 
Truth



“and the truth shall make you 
free”

John 8 : 32



The Gift of 
Identity



“For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 

heavenly places.” 

Ephesians 6 : 12



“Thy word is truth” 

John 17 : 17



The Gift of 
Forgiveness



Bernard Meltzer 

“When you forgive, you in 
no way change the past - 
but you sure do change 

the future. “ 





Immaculée Ilibagiza  
Left to Tell

“He looted your parents’ home and robbed 
your family’s plantation, Immaculée. We found 
your dad’s farm machinery at his house, didn’t 
we?” … “After he killed Rose and Damascene, 
he kept looking for you…He wanted you dead 

so he could take over your property. Didn’t 
you, pig?” Semana shouted again. As she 

watched Felicien sobbing. She reached out 
touched his hand and said”… 



Immaculée Ilibagiza  
Left to Tell

“I forgive you.” 



Immaculée Ilibagiza  
Left to Tell

“What was that all about, Immaculée. 
That was the man who murdered your 

family. I brought him to you to 
question…to spit on if you wanted to. 

But you forgave him?” 



Immaculée Ilibagiza  
Left to Tell

“I answered him with the truth: 
“Forgiveness is all I have to offer.” 



The Gift of 
Freedom



And he asked for a writing tablet, 
and wrote, saying, “His name is 

John.” So they all marveled. 
Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue loosed, 
and he spoke, praising God. 

Luke 1 : 63 - 64



“If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed; And ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.”

John 8 : 31 - 32



“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.” 

John 1 : 1




