
When it’s all said and done, 
does life have meaning?



“Now the answer ... is plain, but it is so unpalatable 
that most men will not face it. There is no reason for 

life and life has no meaning.”

Somerset Maugham



“…the question of life’s purpose is meaningless”

Bertrand Russell



“Life has no meaning once you lose 
the illusion of being eternal.”

Jean Paul Sartre













the Life Review 



“There are these angels in a semicircle around us. I’m being 
held. I’m now facing [the angels] with Jesus’ arms still around 
me, holding me. They gave me a life review…Jesus wanted 
them to play out, in chronological order, the scenes of my 
life…moment by moment…life by life…in detail; including, 
knowing, experiencing the feelings of the people that I was 
interacting with…The entire emphasis was on my interaction 
with other people—of course, initially, starting out with my 

mother and father, my sisters…school and friends.”

Dr. Howard Storm



“I learned in my life review [regarding] the relationship with my 
father…[that] I had participated in the breakdown of that 

relationship as much as he did. He was not a good father to me 
and I resented it, and I was angry at him. So, I did everything I 

could, subconsciously and sometimes consciously, to be as 
rebellious and cold-hearted towards him as possible; which, only 
aggravated him more and made him more of a hostile father. …

Dr. Howard Storm



So, the things that I had seen in my life where I was the victim 
and everybody else was the bad guy, I came to find out was a 
two-way street…my poor mother…because of my dad and I not 

speaking to each other…we couldn’t have much of a 
relationship. I hardly ever saw her. I had a very poor relationship 

with my sisters. I had not been a good husband to my wife. …

Dr. Howard Storm



“The whole emphasis was on people and not on things…as my 
life progressed, my adolescence into adulthood, I saw myself 

completely turning away from God, church, all that, and 
becoming a person who decided that life was all about [being] 
the biggest, baddest bear in the woods…as a matter of fact, 

there were some instances where I had won promotions, honors, 
awards, and they skipped [those things]. …

Dr. Howard Storm



And, I said to Jesus, “You’re skipping the most important things in 
my life! This is what I lived for, to get this award! Kentucky Artist 
of the Year! Big banquet in my honor and a big cash prize and 
everything.” And he said,” That’s not what we’re here for you to 

see. That’s not important. What I want you to see is how you 
treated the students.” …

Dr. Howard Storm



“And now I began to experience Jesus’ and the angels’ literal 
pain, emotional pain with watching the sins in my life…I had not 

been the father to my kids I should have been, and I knew I 
hadn’t—because I was busy. I was trying be somebody. [Their] 
football games and the band concerts and the choral concerts 

and the theater performances; they could all wait, because I was 
busy being important. I was doing stuff making myself into 
somebody. The emotional abandonment of my children was 

devastating to review.”

Dr. Howard Storm



“There is nothing that is concealed that 
will not be disclosed, or hidden, that will 

not be made known.”

Luke 12 : 2



“The angels showed me that we do not earn our love of God by 
the things we do. God’s love is given without cost or strings 

attached. We live lovingly because God loves so much. Thank 
God there is a way to change our lives and be forgiven our 

mistakes… 

Jesus is God’s redemptive act for a fallen world…”

Dr. Howard Storm



“But I tell you that everyone will have to give account 
on the day of judgment for every empty word they 

have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, 
and by your words you will be condemned.”

Matthew 12 : 36 -37



“For we must all appear before the judgment 
{bema} seat of Christ, so that each of us may 

receive what is due us for the things done while 
in the body, whether good or bad.”

2 Corinthians 5 : 10



“Bema”



These two judgments show us not 
only who will be rewarded by God, 

but they show us what will be 
rewarded by God



Deeds done from love last



“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not 
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 

move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give 
all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”

1 Corinthians 13 : 1 - 3



We can serve the people around us



 We can forgive the people around us



“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.”

1 Corinthians 13 : 4 - 7



We can name the people around us



“I got the sense that God was going to give me an 
opportunity to let go of the things that had become idols 

in my life and allow me to begin to embrace people 
instead. I was to become the husband and father that I 

was supposed to be. Right there in the ICU ward, I 
realized that I didn’t know the name of any of my 
children’s friends! I was to become the employer, 

neighbor and friend I was meant to be.”

Steve Sjogren



“Whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 

they have not seen”

1 John 4 : 20



“Was it love of people?' I asked her. 
 

'Of course not,’ she snapped sharply. 'How can you love 
ignorant, brutish people whom you don't even know? 
Can anyone love filth and squalor? Or lice and rats? 

Who can love aching weariness, and carry on working, 
in spite of it? One cannot love these things.  

One can only love God, and through His grace come to 
love His people.” 

Jennifer Worth 
The Midwife: A Memoir of Birth, Joy, and Hard Times



“For we are so preciously loved by God that we cannot 
comprehend it. No created being can ever know how 

much and how sweetly and tenderly God loves them. It is 
only with the help of his grace that we are able to 

persevere in spiritual contemplation with endless wonder 
at his high, surpassing, immeasurable love which our 

Lord in his goodness has for us” …

Julian of Norwich 
Revelations of Divine Love



“I learned a great lesson of love in this blessed 
vision. For of all things, contemplating and loving the 
Creator made my soul seem less in its own sight and 
filled it with reverent fear and true meekness and 

with much love for my fellow Christians.”

Julian of Norwich 
Revelations of Divine Love



“...these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13 : 13


